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Tansi and welcome to another edition of the Acimowin. 
There were a few events this past week. Thank you to 

the departments for inviting the Acimowin to attend your 
teachings, walks and knowledge. As the editor I attended 
the events being vaccinated and tried to wear my mask as 
much as possible. The Maskwacis numbers, particularly, 
the Total Cases, are still slowly going up so please get 
vaccinated, wear your mask and get tested after you 
attend events. Stay safe out there this pow wow season. 

Facebook: @samsoncreenation

Twitter: @SamsonCree

Instagram: @samsoncreenation



3Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 

Pg 5

Pg 6

Pg 10

Pg 12

Pg 13

Pg 16

Pg 17

Pg 18

Pg 19

Pg 21

Pow Wow Request for Proposals 
Information. 
Violet Soosay Interview. 

Community Wellness Drive 
Through Feast. 
Protecting Our Homefire Feast. 

Lake Louise Grand Re-Opening 
Art Gallery. 
Traditional Parenting with Jordan 
Eagle. 
Headstart: Mothers Day Drive 
Through. 
Highway Clean Up 2022. 

MHS Mothers Day Poker Walk. 

Pigeon Lake Health Services. 

Table of Contents 

The Samson Cree Nation 
Acimowin (Newsletter)
Communications 
Coordinator, Delorna 
Makinaw.
Email:
dbmakinaw@gmail.com

Administrative/Social Media 
Assistant: 
Email: 

Samson Communications 
Department: Box 159 
Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. 
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 233 
or 266. 

SCN Departments: Please 
send your announcements, 
events or information to the 
Acimowin for publication. 
Email: guide@ualberta.ca
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 266

The Acimowin is released 
bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the 
Communications Office. 

Community events can be 
forwarded to the Newsletter
Please make it a JPEG or 
PDF format to save paper. 

Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

HAWK 93.5 FM Radio 
To advertise with the only 
central Alberta First Nations 
radio station please call: 
780-585-4295. 

Email: hawkradio935@gmail.com
           connect@hawkradio935.com 
Web: www.hawkradio935.com

Contact: 
Robert “Bobby Jack” Ward. 

Headstart Drive Through, May 4, 2022. 
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“This is not 
about money. 
It’s about 
awareness and 
that’s why I 
agreed to these 
interviews.”

May 3, 2022

Interview with Violet Soosay about her Aunty Shirley Ann Soosay who disappeared back in 
1980. Shirley Ann’s DNA was found in 2008 and in 2018 Wilson Chouest was charged with her 
murder in California. 

The Acimowin got an interview with Violet and documented the film crew Blink Media who was filming 
Violet for an upcoming show. 

Violet Soosay:  This film crew is called Blink Media from the United Kingdom (UK). They are working 
through Hulu Documentaries. Just to let you know, this Friday May 6, 2022, there will be a TV show 
on Shirley Ann on the A & E Channel (www.aetv.com) and it’s called Cold Case Files. We did that TV 
show at the end of January and into February. Flora Northwest and myself were interviewed for that 
one and they are now airing it. From there they said it would be airing on Netflix. 

So this company here today, Blink, they went down to California and they interviewed the lead 
investigator Steve Rhods (Ventura County, California) and John Barrick. One is in Ventura County 
and the other one is in Kern County, California. Together, they interviewed the DNA Doe Project 
(DDP) and the Kern county coroner, Dawn Ratliffe. Once Blink did their interviews down in California 
they went to Vancouver and then to Maskwacis yesterday. We had a long day with the interview when 
they got here and I just want the story out there. (Violet begins to speak Cree). 

This is not for money. It’s about awareness and that’s why I agreed to these interviews. It’s about 
awareness about what is happening in Indian Country. It’s been happening since the fur trade and the 
past 100 years. It’s been the annihilation of our women. It was more prevalent with girls and women 
from the 1960s and forward. There was more communication and information going out into the 
public. Who knows? Maybe it’s been happening all along but we just did not have communications. 

Disappearances can be happening in a confined area 
where nobody talks about it. (Violet begins to speak Cree). 
1979 is when Shirley Ann Soosay went missing. Violet 
talks Cree about her Kokum. You know when you make a 
promise to an Elder, you have to do it. At the time, when I 
started, I was a young woman. I was in my early 20s. When 
Kokum asked us, I replied, “I will. We will find her and bring 
her home.”
I did not know how long it would take. Back then we would 
drive to Vancouver to look for her. We went to Seattle. 
When we were not looking we carried on with life. I had 
done research on Big Bear’s genealogy, our family trees. I 
hung onto the genealogy until about the 1980s or early 90s, 
I started to realize that DNA was becoming prevalent. I did 
not get the clearance from all those people who I had done 

research with and to allow it to go on Ancestry.com 
(Violet speaks Cree). 
He finally sent the DNA to Ancestry.com in 2006. He said, “Do you have a USB or memory stick”? 
He mailed me the USB with the DNA information on it. Big Bear’s DNA and genealogy. So, I hung 
onto it for awhile. I uploaded the information on 
Ancestry.ca and I don’t know if he got paid for the 
work he did but that’s beside the point. The point is: 
that information helped find my Aunty. 
In 2016, I started watching how cases were solved 
on TV. Like Unsolved Mysteries, Crime Beat and 
Cold Case Files. One day this news flash came up 
and it was from California. There were two women 
shown side by side. The TV news flash showed it 
was in Kern and Ventura County, California. These 
women were murdered within 24 hours of each 
other. “Astum!” she was told. 
“Does she look like a Soosay to you?”
“Kind of, sort of,” Violet said. 
The name that was given was Becky Ocho. I never 
gave it a second thought. I should have. My instinct 
told me to contact the TV show. When they said she 
was Mexican then I never went back to it. Three 
years later, it was her. I should have listened to 
my first intuition that time. It’s been a long journey 
but it’s not done yet. Even though we found her in 
2019, the Covid 19 pandemic hit. So for the past 
two years I could not get anything done. A proper 
death certificate has been issued to her through 
Sacramento, California. Now we can bring her home. 
We want the funeral home down there to connect to the funeral home up here. That should take place 
any day now. 

Guide: Your Nokum wanted her to come home before she passed away. She told you that?
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Violet: Yes. It was way before she passed. Until she had Alzheimer’s, even then when I went to see 
her at the Elders home, these clouds around here sometimes look like mountains. I did not want to 
confuse her because of the Alzheimer’s. 
So I would go and pretend, I would work with her and try not to confuse her because she was already 
suffering. I would go along with her and then come back. We did not make it public. The police said 
that she probably another lost native person who will come back when she is ready. 

So we would quietly do our searches. We asked for help from the media and other agencies but we 
never got any help. They would take our information but that’s about it. 

Guide: Do you think there should be a special task force in Canada or Alberta just strictly for missing 
and murdered aboriginal women?

Violet: They should have an organization like that across Canada. It should be something similar to 
what they have in the USA. They have the DNA Doe Project (www.dnadoeproject.org) where they 
collect DNA and then try to make a match. Pair bond was my last resort. Pair bond is when they take 
the DNA and they try and trace the families. So the DNA Doe Project and pair bond are probably 

similar organizations that try to identify 
remains that are found. The other project that 
Canada should have is an agency strictly for 
missing and murdered women, men, girls and 
boys. They are doing a good job, MMIWG 
organizations but it’s short and not long in 
duration. They create the awareness but we 
have to go deeper. We have to get people to 
learn investigative techniques, learn research 
skills and to encourage submissions of DNA. 
I know it’s not traditional but to me it’s an 
opportunity for them to gain that knowledge so 
they can help others find their loved ones. 

Guide: Do you think this can be a band 
initiative or four band initiative?

Violet: I don’t think it should be politically driven. It should be like a non-profit organization. From 
there, you can start working with agencies…it’s kind of hard to talk about working with the RCMP 
because of my personal experiences. If we have to then fine we will. I think we should be able to train 
our own people for this. That’s what I would like to see. I never would have found Shirley Ann if wasn’t 
for the DNA. I had submitted my DNA in December of 2019, then I uploaded my DNA in 2020. In 
February 2020, both Shirley Ann’s DNA and not my DNA matched. So that’s how I found her. 

Guide: Do you recommend people who have loved ones missing to find a site to upload their DNA 
on?

Violet: See that’s the other thing. I think as Indigenous people, we should have our own DNA website. 
Not Ancestry or any other site. 

Guide: So, we should design our own DNA website project?

Violet: Yes! Trust me, I have been at this for years. These are the projects that I have been thinking 
about all that time. I believe that’s the way we should go. 

Guide: With what you have been through, what would you say to people to avoid what you have been 
through?

Violet: What I recommend is: Know yourself. Do your family trees. Know who your relatives are. 
Keep your family close. Always check in. See where they are at and what’s happening. For the girls, 
I would recommend don’t go anywhere alone. Always have a friend with you. Same with boys. Don’t 
go around always expecting your going to be safe. There are people who are not humane. Yes we all 
have dysfunction on our families. Nobody is perfect. The reason why I say that is because we have 
intergenerational issues. We have to personally overcome these ourselves. We can work to heal each 
other. We can work to bring our family unit together. There are kids out there who are lost. I mean 
lost to the child welfare system, just like the 60s Scoop. Their lost emotionally and psychologically 
and they need to have that sense of belonging. It’s a lot of work because it took us about 100 years 
to get here. It’s probably going to take us 100 years to become the strong people that we are. We are 
all that what Creator meant us to be but we need to work on those harms that have been done to us. 
We would not have MMIWG if we did not have intergenerational trauma and colonization. We have to 
educate each other, we have to heal each other. I feel really bad for the people who are still looking. 
Some are not even looking. That’s the other sad part because it’s overwhelming. It’s overwhelming. 
There were many times when I just wanted to give up. Yet, the way we are…we have to finish it. We 
have to honour that request from the Elder. The promise that was made. 
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May 5, 2022
The Samson Community Wellness department had a Honouring MMIWG2S drive through at the 
Willowview building. There was a pipe ceremony prior to the drive through (feast). Samson Councilor 
Ryan Lightning was present and handing out food and gift bags. Two Maskwacis RCMP members 
were also helping out with handing out the food and gift bags. The line up was very long and thank 
you to Samson Peace Keepers for keeping everything in order. Daystone Catering served the food. 
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April 22, 2022
Protecting Our Homefire Feast: the Community Capital Planning and Residential Development 
hosted a feast at the HBMC to honour Mother Earth and the new seventy five new homes accessed 
through the rapid housing initiative. Councilors present: Kurt, Shannon, Ryan, Shay, Louise. Cody 
Nepoose was also present along with Allan Joseph Stever from AJS Indigenous Housing Solutions. 
There were alot of people at the feast and there was a male and female pipe to begin the ceremony. 
Thank you to the Ascapios (helpers) for serving the food and the people who made time to come. 

Maskwacis Hawks U11 vs. Innisfail Mariners
Ties Game: 15-15. 
Submitted by: Jordana Littlepoplar. 
May 12, 2022. 
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 Please be advised that the Samson Cree 
Nation  Personnel Department has a New Email 
Address: 
 personnel.179@gmail.com
 Anybody applying for a job or submitting their   
documents to Personnel Department can send to  
the email provided. Thank You. 

The Samson Cree Housing 
Department is now located at the 
Trades Centre (on Cranes Road). 
New phone number: 780-585-3919

The Samson Community Initiatives Program 780-585-0111
Check them out on Facebook. 
@samsoncommunityinitiativesprogram

Samson Cree 
Nation: 
Pediatry 

PEDIATRIC CLINIC 
NOW OPEN 

Dr. Heather Dreise
Pediatrician 

Location: former MYI Building
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM
For Appointments call 780-585-4062. 

Walk Ins are available. 

Samson Cree Nation Urban Office in Edmonton. 
Location: 12046 - 77 St. Edmonton. 
Ph: 780-477-6648 ext. 257

Website: 
www.firstnationsdrinkingwater.ca 

From the Office of Samson Gas Utility 
Box 1200 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0
Ph: 780-585-3793 Email: gasutility.

scn@gmail.com 

Lyle Littlepoplar, Manager 1-780-335-6073
Everette Omeasoo, Supervisor 1-780-312-9748
Gas Co-op Shop 780-585-3547 Please Leave A 

Message
Email: gasutility.scn@gmail.com

Please call EXT#215, Cell 780-335-6073 or 
Email: lyle.littlepoplar2020@gmail.com 

If you have any questions on this matter. Thank 
you. MMIWG 24/7 Toll Free Support Phone 

Line: 1-844-413-6649 

Integrated Family Services (IFS) Ph: 780-585-
2254 Email: integratedfamily@yahoo.com 

Maskwacis Mobile Mental Health: Call us at any 
time on our hotline 780-362-2150 
or Email : info@maaems.com 

The Acimowin (Samson’s local newsletter) 
Submission Dates for 2022 

SCN Community Wellness: P 780-585-3634
Client Support Services Ph: 780-335-5953. 
Outreach 780-335-7439. 
Respite Care 780-335-9687. 

August 
Friday August 12
Friday August 26

June
Friday June 10 
Friday June 24

May
Friday May 13
Friday May 27

July 
Friday July 8
Friday July 22

FN Drinking Water Settlement 
Do you need help with a claim? 
Contact the Administrator for help 
with the process: 1-833-252-4220
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May 4, 2022
There was a drive through for Mother’s Day at the Headstart building. The event was on short 
notice but the people who showed up got flowers, gifts and snacks. Samson Councilor Ryan 
Lightning was present handing out the gifts. The day was nice for an outdoor event and listen to the 
Hawk Radio 93.5 FM for events this Spring and Summer. Happy Mother’s Day to all the Mom’s in 
Maskwacis. 

May 4, 2022
Source: Samson Cree Nation and Eagle Jordan-Integrated Family Services: “A huge thank you to 
those who came in to sit with me through my Traditional Parenting Program. These past two days, we 
went through my handout both days, exchanged personal experiences and teachings, enjoyed a walk 
after lunch and made earrings for our crafts.”

Traditional Parenting is for everyone. If you want to learn about family this is the program for you. 
Men if you want to learn about Dad’s role stop in and talk to Jordan, Mom’s to be can register for the 
program as well. 
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May 5, 2022
Maskwacis Health Services (MHS) along with the Samson and Ermineskin bands had a Mother’s 
Day Poker Walk in the town site and along one of the main roads. Thank you to Rebecca and Kayla 
for organizing the walk. One female Elder came in from Pigeon Lake to walk. The day was nice and 
there were a few women walking with their red dresses on in memory of MMIWG. Snacks and water 
were available and lunch was served. 

Highway Clean Up 2022
Saturday May 7, 2022
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May 6, 2022
Pigeon Lake Health Services, Pigeon Lake Recreation Centre: The Pigeon Lake Health Services 
Satellite Office had a Mother’s Day Walk with about 20 ladies showing up to support the day. Thank 
you to Pat and Sonia for letting the Acimowin attend. There were stations that you had to stop at and 
do the activity. The event got moved to the recreation centre because of the weather. The Early Years 
department was present and lunch was served. Thank you to all the ladies who showed up. 
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Leduc Century Mile Racetrack and Casino. 
Super Series Indian Relay opens their season 
on May 22-23, 2022. Get your tickets early!
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June 2022

May 2022

Sunday

Sunday

5

8 Mothers Day

12 Men’s Healing 
Camp 585-3634

15

19 Fathers Day 
Pet Clinic

22

26

29

1 2

Monday 

Monday 

6 
Walk for Health 
HBMC 1130AM 

9

13

16 Men’s Healing 
Camp 585-3634

20

23 Victoria Day

27

30

Tuesday

Tuesday

7

10

14

17

21 Solstice. 
Aboriginal Day. 

24 
Walk for Health 
HBMC 1130AM

28

31

3

Wednesday

Wednesday

8
Walk for Health 
HBMC 1130AM

11

15

18

22
Walk for Health 
HBMC 1130AM

25

29

1 Samson Native 
Gallery Lake 
Louise ReOpening

4

Thursday

Thursday

9

12

16

19

23 
Walk for Health 
HBMC 1130AM

26

30

2

5 
Erm. Womens 
Shelter Walk 11 
AM. 

Friday 

Friday 

10 Newsletter.  

13 Newsletter.  

17 Pet Clinic 
Arena 

20

24  Newsletter
 Staff Golf Day

27 Newsletter
AECOM 
Reclamation Pigeon 
Lake 9AM
Staff Golf Day
Walk for Health

3

6

Saturday 

Saturday 

11

14 Douglas Cardinal 
Manluk Theatre 
Wetaskiwin 1PM. 

18 Pet Clinic Arena

21

25

28

4 Samson Native 
Gallery Lake Louise 
Grand  ReOpening

7 
Hiway Clean 
Up Arena 9 AM. 
Volunteers wanted. 



To see the back issues of the Acimowin.
www.issuu.com/samsoncreenation 

►Jim Omeasoo Cultural Centre News, CTA 
Maintenance Department: 
Samson Band Members $200 Non Refundable. Non 
Samson Band Members $200 Non Refundable. 
Centre must be cleaned after use, kitchen cleaned up, 
floors swept, chairs put away. 
First Booking will have priority up until the day of the 
event. 
For bookings Call 780-585-3793 ext. 159. 
No Double Booking. 
No Smoking. 
No Public Phone.

Pigeon Lake Recreation and SCN Satellite 
Office: May 6, 2022. 
Source: Samson Cree Nation facebook page: 
“Huge shout out to Samson Cree Nation Public 
Works for cleaning up behind the Pigeon Lake 
Recreation Centre. Once again special thank 
you to Robbie, Herb, Dennis and Jody. 


