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Tansi and welcome to another edition of the Acimowin. The 
above photo is a modular home delivery at Enclave 8 in the 

Samson town site, story on page 14. Moving on, Alberta has lifted 
the Restrictions Exemption Program along with most associated 
restrictions. Maskwacis, however, will remain with restrictions in 
place according to the Public Notice released on February 10, 
2022, by the Maskwacis Four Nations Directors of Emergency 
Management and Maskwacis Health Services. Read the MHS 
Public Notice on page 7. The Samson Emergency Management 
Director has his updates on pages 6 & 25. With that, please stay 
updated with our Samson Cree Nation App available on Apple and 
Android. 

Twitter: @SamsonCree

Instagram: @samsoncreenation

NIPISIHKOPAHK
ACIMOWIN
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The Samson Cree Nation 
Acimowin (Newsletter) 
created by the Samson 
Communications 
Department. 
Communications 
Coordinator:
Delorna Makinaw.
Email:
dbmakinaw@gmail.com
Events Planner:
Email: 

Samson Communications 
Department: Box 159 
Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. 
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 233 
or 266. 

SCN Departments: Please 
send your announcements, 
events or information to the 
Acimowin for publication. 
Email: guide@ualberta.ca
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 266

The Acimowin is released 
bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the 
Communications Office. 

Community events can be 
forwarded to the Newsletter
Please make it a JPEG 
format to save paper. 

Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

HAWK 93.5 FM Radio 
To advertise with the only 
central Alberta First Nations 
radio station please call: 
780-585-4295. 

Email: hawkradio935@gmail.com
           connect@hawkradio935.com 
Web: www.hawkradio935.com

Contact: Robert “Bobby 
Jack” Ward. 
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January 25, 2022

Update by Emergency Management, Harper 
Potts: Good afternoon everybody. We will go straight 
into the update and numbers. Since day one, which 
was 23 months ago or in March 2020:

3693 Total Cases in Maskwacis
3067 Recovered
613 Active Cases in Maskwacis
8 Hospitalized
23 Deceased

613/212 are Samson band members
32 Homes with Positive Cases/Close Contact
900 Homes in Samson
170 Homes Approximately with Positive Cases/Close 
Contact
This does not include the Home Test Kits with 
Positive Cases
700 Active Cases Approximately Then Including 
Home Test Kit Numbers 

Alberta Health Services statistics
55,685 Cases

People who test positive and who are double vaccinated have to isolate for 5 days but show no 
symptoms. People who test positive but show symptoms have to isolate for 10 days. Harper would 
like to see the 10 day isolation requirement for everybody. 

Home Testers please call the Maskwacis Health Services (MHS) if you or someone in your family 
tests positive. Please do not go to the Ambulance bay to confirm your test, call MHS and they will 
assist you. 
Home Tests can be delivered by Emergency Management, so call 780-585-2522. 
We need the number of people in the house and your names. Food hampers were delivered to the 
Pigeon Lake people. All 72 houses got food hampers. 
Emergency Management hours are 9 AM to 3 PM. We will leave the Home Tests with Emergency 
Management Security and they will give it to you when you go see them. The Elders and people 
with disabilities got food hampers. We will deliver to homes with positive cases and we can give out 
sanitization packs as well. 
Here is a big thank you to Farm and Ranch. When you see the Keith Nepoose or the other workers 
from there say thank you because they got a donation of 2000 pounds of potatoes that got delivered 
with the food hampers. 
Employees will be tested every Monday morning with Antigen tests. Forms will have to signed out 
by the workers when this happens. This will go on until the variant is gone. This may go on until July. 
Harper has heard that the Elders said that the variant can be here for 4 to 5 years. 

The band office is closed. MESC is closed. All these decisions are done in consultation with other 
departments, agencies and individuals. The Public Works and the Trades Center is open. The 
Vaccine Clinics will be from 1 PM to 6 PM at the HBMC to accommodate the workers. You can get 

the 4th vaccine but you have to fit the criteria so ask the Head Nurse when you go to the HBMC if 
you qualify. The Homeless Shelter has been shut down because the increase in numbers. Once the 
numbers go down it will be open and this was done in consultation with the town shelter, the Mustard 
Seed and Samson Community Wellness. 

A few more numbers from the IRS population CHIP program:

December 31, 2021: 12, 520 Population in Maskwacis
November 26, 2021: 12, 852 Population in Maskwacis. 
1st Dose: 6823
2nd Dose: 5405
3rd Dose: 538

That’s close to the numbers Samson has. 
Doctors in the Ontario region have stated that the variant has peaked. Harper believes that in two 
weeks the same will be for Maskwacis. 
Home Tests: Call 780-585-2522. There’s 5 tests in a box and don’t test every day, test every three 
days. 
Check the Samson Emergency Management Facebook page for updates and you can call Harper’s 
cell phone if you have to: 780-335-0303 if you need assistance. Thank you, stay safe, get vaccinated, 
wear your mask and stay home if you can. Please say some prayers for the families that are affected. 
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February 2, 2022

Enclave 8 Samson Townsite: 
AJS Indigenous Housing Solutions. Web: www.ajsihs.com 
 
There was a modular home delivered to Enclave 8 and I talked with Allen Joseph Stever who was on 
site when the delivery took place. Here is the interview. 

Allan has a home builder in Lethbridge called Triple M Housing who made this modular unit. He has 
been working with the Housing Committee, Councilor Kurt Buffalo and Cody Nepoose on this project. 
There is a delivery today, tomorrow and possibly on Friday. So basically they go on screw piles, hook 
up the power and water and there completed in about a week if everything goes according to plan. 
AJS trains local employees in the different processes to get the job done, from project managers, 
public works to the hammer swingers! 

Down Home Movers is the company who moved the unit and will put it on the piles. They are from 
Winkler, Manitoba and travelled to Alberta in the past few days where they encountered the snow 
storm we just went through. 

Allan was saying he brought some treats for the town site dogs. As for the modular units, there will 
be six more delivered after this week. The homes are being bought under a government program. 
Allan is just proud to do his job when I mentioned motivation for the project. Project Manager Cody 
Nepoose helped in this project along with the Housing Committee, Councilor Kurt Buffalo, Armond 
Swampy and Myles Rain. 
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January 20, 2022

Samson Cree Nation has a New App available 
for download on Apple. Do you want to stay 
informed on nation news, media releases and 
interviews? Download the app now. 
Notifications for emergencies. 
Job Opportunities. 
Available on cell phones and tablets. 
Samson Communications  . 

Federal Indian Day 
School Class Action
July 13, 2022 is your 
last day to submit a 
claim. McLean Class 
Action on Indian Day 
Schools. If you attended 
a Federal Day School 
you may be eligible for 
compensation. 
www.indiandayschools.com
Ph 1 844 3815 
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Samson Cree Nation Urban Office in Edmonton. 
Location: 12046 - 77 St. Edmonton. 
Ph: 780-477-6648 ext. 257

SCN Community Wellness: Client Support 
Services Ph: 780-335-5953. Outreach 780-335-
7439. Respite Care 780-335-9687. 

 Please be advised that the Samson Cree 
Nation  Personnel Department has a New Email 
Address: 
 personnel.179@gmail.com
 Anybody applying for a job or submitting their   
documents to Personnel Department can send to  
the email provided. Thank You. 

The Samson Cree Housing 
Department is now located at the 
Trades Centre (on Cranes Road). 
New phone number: 780-585-3919

The Samson Community 
Initiatives Program 780-585-0111
Check them out on Facebook. 
@samsoncommunityinitiativesprogram

From the Office of Samson Gas Utility 

Box 1200 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0
Ph: 780-585-3793 Email: gasutility.

scn@gmail.com 

Lyle Littlepoplar, Manager 1-780-335-6073
Everette Omeasoo, Supervisor 1-780-312-9748
Gas Co-op Shop 780-585-3547 Please Leave A 

Message

Email: gasutility.scn@gmail.com
Please call EXT#215, Cell 780-335-6073 or 

Email: lyle.littlepoplar2020@gmail.com 
If you have any questions on this matter. Thank 

you. 

MMIWG 24/7 Toll Free Support Phone 
Line: 1-844-413-6649 

Integrated Family Services (IFS) Ph: 780-585-
2254 Email: integratedfamily@yahoo.com 

Maskwacis Mobile Mental Health: Call us at any 
time on our hotline 780-362-2150 
or Email : info@maaems.com 

The Acimowin (Samson’s local newsletter) 
Submission Dates for 2022 

SCN Community Wellness: Client Support 
Services Ph: 780-335-5953. Outreach 780-335-
7439. Respite Care 780-335-9687. 

Samson Cree 
Nation: 
Pediatry 

PEDIATRIC CLINIC 
NOW OPEN 

Dr. Heather Dreise
Pediatrician 

Location: former MYI Building
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM
For Appointments call 780-585-4062. 

Walk Ins are available. 

April 
Friday April 8
Friday April 22

February
Friday February 21 

May
Friday May 13
Friday May 27

March 
Friday March 11
Friday March 25
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January 29, 2022

The Nipisihkopahk Hawks Senior Mens Team defeated the Saddle Lake Warriors at the Four 
Nations Arena in Maskwacis. The Final Score was 11 to 7. Great game and we hope everyone had a 
safe travel home. 
Delorna pictures. 
Source Samson Cree Nation facebook page. @SamsonCreeNation 
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February 8, 2022

Update with Emergency Management Harper Potts: 

Harper: Good Morning everyone. We will start with the 
numbers:

We are 23 months into the pandemic. 
4156 Total Cases
3780 Recovered
351 Active
15 Hospitalized

24 Deceased

160 Cases in Samson
15/8 Samson Hospitalized 
82 Homes Approximately under Isolation/Quarantine

628 Peak on January 27, 2022
700 Approximately because of School Sending Home Test Kits, Testing Positive
277 Cases Down since January 27, 2022

Our numbers are going down so we have to keep working on that. Remember that the virus is 
airborne, that’s how you get it. The omicron variant is very contagious. If you test positive with a home 
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test kit, there’s a 90% chance that the other people in the house are positive too. 

I tested positive after 22 months. I kept my circle small and I went shopping late at night. Even though 
I did everything I still got it. Thank you to MHS for the room where I stayed. It’s not like a hospital. It 
can take a couple of hours to get admitted. If your doing home tests and call MHS when you get the 
results. 

If you want a Home Test Kit call: 780-585-2522

Employees will be tested Monday mornings and Wednesday. 

The vaccination clinics are still open and there is no appointment necessary. The Homeless Trailers 
are shut down for a while until the numbers come down. If they want to get help, Community Wellness 
will help them get support for their addictions. 

The band office is open. You can make an appointment to see the department you need. We are on a 
cohort system. They might open up the weight room at the HBMC. MESC schools are open. 

CHIP statistics as of November 26, 2021:
12, 852 Population in Maskwacis
6823 1st Vaccine
5405 2nd Vaccine
538 3rd Vaccine
3000 Needed to Go for Vaccines

With that I want to thank everyone for listening today. So keep your circle small, sanitize your 
hands, wear your masks and please get vaccinated. Prayers out to the families who are affected in 
Maskwacis. Have a good day, take care of your Elders, your family members and we will see next 
time. 
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To see the back issues of the Acimowin.
www.issuu.com/samsoncreenation 

►Jim O Cultural Centre News: Samson 
Band Members $150 Non Refundable. 
Non Samson Band Members $150 Non 
Refundable. $50 Damage Deposit. Centre 
must be cleaned after use, kitchen cleaned 
up, floors swept, chairs put away. Call 780-
585-3793 ext. 159. 
No Double Booking. 
No Smoking. 
No Public Phone.

►Samson Trades: High volume of calls due 
to not changing furnace filters, please do not 
pour grease down the drains, the Housing 
department has moved into the Trades Center. 


