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Tansi and welcome to another edition of the Acimowin. 
Christmas is over and everybody is back to work. The Acimowin 

Editor wishes everyone in Maskwacis a good, happy and healthy 
new year. Starting off, the above photo is a modular home delivery 
at Whoville and Samson Councilor Kurt Buffalo was present along 
with the Housing Committee. From there, Harper Potts, Samson 
Emergency Management has an update. The numbers are going 
up in Samson and it urged that nation members get their vaccines. 
Please wear your mask, hand sanitize and keep your circle of 
friends and family small. Vaccines are available at the HBMC and 
you can call Emergency Management for a ride. Please see the 
article on page 6 for full details. 

Twitter: @SamsonCree

Instagram: @samsoncreenation
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The Samson Cree Nation 
Acimowin (Newsletter)
Communications 
Coordinator, Delorna 
Makinaw.
Email:
dbmakinaw@gmail.com
Events Planner, Angela 
Boysis-Bull.
Email: ang.bbull@yahoo.
com  

Samson Communications 
Department: Box 159 
Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. 
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 233 
or 266. 

SCN Departments: Please 
send your announcements, 
events or information to the 
Acimowin for publication. 
Email: guide@ualberta.ca
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 266

The Acimowin is released 
bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the 
Communications Office. 

Community events can be 
forwarded to the Newsletter
Please make it a JPEG 
format to save paper. 

Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

HAWK 93.5 FM Radio 
To advertise with the only 
central Alberta First Nations 
radio station please call: 
780-585-4295. 

Email: hawkradio935@gmail.com
           connect@hawkradio935.com 
Web: www.hawkradio935.com

Contact: Robert “Bobby 
Jack” Ward. 
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December 17, 2021

Source: Samson Cree Nation, Norine R S.B. Facebook page. 
“My brave boy Keslee Littlechild SCN Little Warrior spreading Christmas Cheer throughout SCN! He 
fundraised for charity $1000 to SCN Food Bank and sent many Christmas cards with best wishes 
to Chief Vernon Saddleback, SCN Council & Administration, Emergency Management and other 
Departments and throughout SCN...Tis the season and Happy Holidays Everyone!

We wanted to say Thank You with a smile. 
The goal was to experience giving, sharing and kindness...but that’s what he does. He shares his 
kindness with everyone he meets and greets. 
Thank you to Luci Johnson and Francis Lynch, Angela Boysis Bull for all your continued support...
keep doing what you do. 
Merry Christmas everyone from the Samson Cree Nation Jr Warrior, Saddleback and Littlechild 
families. 
Thank you Talia Saddleback for taking the pictures. Ay Hai 

AECOM and Imperial look forward to supporting the ongoing work taking 
place across Pigeon Lake on 15 sites in 2022. Both AECOM and Imperial 
will be following COVID-19 protocols to reduce risks and stopped work, 
but are optimistic about being able to engage in the community when able 
to do so. AECOM and Imperial will be sharing quarterly newsletters and 
updates on Hawk Radio with community engagement opportunities such as project 

progress, as well as virtual and in-person job fairs, open houses and more.

Feel free to connect with Elyssa Teslyk from AECOM at Elyssa.teslykkohlman@aecom.com and 
Amanda Vermillion at amanda.l.vermillion1@esso.ca from Imperial if you are interested in
 working with AECOM or Imperial or if you have any questions, and stay tuned to learn more 
about upcoming job opportunities including, but not limited to, field techs, heavy equipment 
operators (class 1), drilling operators, and project administrators supporting areas such as 
stakeholder relations and invoicing.
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January 14, 2022

Update with Director of 
Emergency Management Harper 
Potts via the Samson Cree Nation 
Facebook page: 

Harper: Hello everyone. We are 
going into the fifth wave with the 
Omicron variant. Technically, all 
the cases out there right now are 
being registered as the Omicron 
variant. It’s highly contagious. The 
example that we were given is that 
if you were in a room that is 30 by 
40 feet and there are 10 people in 
there, if one of those people went 
into the corner of the room and had 
a cigarette and when you did smell 
that cigarette, you probably just got 
the virus. 

Here are the numbers which are off a little bit:

From Day 1: 3051 Total Cases in Maskwacis
Recovered: 2881
Active: 196 (January 14) the day before 167. 
Hospitalized: 3
Non-Vaccinated: 53
Double Vaccinated: 98
One Vaccination: 11
Under the age of 11: 8

167/47 Active were in Samson 
Today January 14: Approximately 63 or 65
1245 Positive Cases in Samson since Day 1
1245/965 Samson Band Members
280 Non-Band Members
65 Homes under Quarantine/Isolation 

The Alberta government has been changing the rules with isolation requirements: 10 day isolation for 
severe symptoms and 5 day isolation requirement for non-severe symptoms. The omicron variant is 
hitting people harder who are not vaccinated. Please be careful of who you associate with. Keep your 
circle of friends and family small. If you don’t have to go to Walmart or Edmonton, don’t go it’s not 
worth it. We’re just seeing our numbers go up. 

The only way to contain this is to stay home and have a small circle of friends. 
We’ve been in this for 22 months now and the fifth wave has started. It has changed our lives whether 
we like it or not. If you go out now you have to show your QR card or a 72 hour pass. I seen this 
individual the other day and the place did not accept his 72 hour pass. That person had to have a 

QR card. Just before the fifth wave began, the province is trying to open up. We are going to see the 
consequences of that decision. 

For those under quarantine or isolation Emergency Management will still provide you food. Call the 
office: 780-585-2522 
Or you can text me 780-335-0303
The Omicron variant has shut everything down. We got our food supplies. The Elders and 
Handicapped will continue to get their food. I do believe there’s 176 houses in that program and it 
might have changed a little. 

Keith Nepoose who works for Samson Farm and Ranch, got some potatoes donated to him. Keith 
then donated some to us and we delivered them out with the food hampers. We will be delivering 
sanitization kits in the future as well. 

I will answer a question on social media: Yes we are delivering to homes off the reserve. I know 
MCTC is supposed to be doing that but we have done it when it’s urgently requested. I know MCTC is 
doing the best they can right now. 

2700 Vaccinated in Samson
20-40 year olds most non-vaccinated group 
4500-5000 Non-Vaccinated 
9200 Samson Band Members 
7200 Live On Reserve 
The Rest of the People are Off Reserve
4500 People Needed to Be Vaccinated

The information is that variants can mutate up to 30 times. 

196 Actives Cases
Christmas 2021 Approximately 490 Actives Cases

Last year was with Covid 19 and this time it’s the variant which is highly contagious. 

An Approximation in about 3-4 weeks could be: 500-700 Active Cases. 

Our vaccine clinics are still at the HBMC every Wednesday 9:30 AM – 3 PM. We have Phizer for 
children. You don’t need an appointment just come to the HBMC. 
Call us for a ride: 780-585-2522

The trailers are open for the Homeless. No drugs or alcohol or you will not be let in. We’re working 
with Community Wellness and the homeless shelter in Wetaskiwin. We have drivers that go at certain 
times to Tent City and the homeless shelter to see if they want to come stay in our trailers. We 
have Intake Workers at the trailers in case anybody wants to go to a treatment center. Community 
Wellness will help set it up for them. Antigen tests will be given to the people before going into the 
trailers. Our homeless shelter can be accessed by all four band members. We need help from the 
other four nations to get involved with this. 

Moving on, Antigen tests are available for the employees. My recommendation to the BA is that 
we test all the employees Sunday before they come to work on Monday. Stu at the Maskwacis 
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Ambulance mentioned that he has done 60,000 Atigen tests. 

Samson Cree Nation is open and we are in the cohort system. Hours are from 9 AM to 3 PM. This 
does not mean that employees are on a holiday. If work calls you have to answer. Kevin Johnson is 
my cohort when I am off. 

That’s my update for today. Continue to hand sanitizing, mask up, keep you circle small, avoid 
crowds, don’t to go to Edmonton. Don’t share drinks for the people who have addictions, whatever 
it is don’t share it because you might take it home and give it to the family. Be safe out there, take 
care of yourself, take care of the little ones and take care of your Elders. Pray for the ones who are in 
the hospital. We have 3 Samson Band Members in the hospital so pray for them to get better. We’ve 
seen the power of prayer when Elmer Rattlesnake (Bannock) got better when the community prayed 
for him. When we come together as a community that’s what we can do. With that stay safe, Hai Hai ! 



1110 Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 10 Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 

December 22, 2021

Whoville: Samson Councilor Kurt Buffalo along with the a few of the Housing Committee 
members were at Whoville for the delivery of a modular home by Roca Modular Homes (www.
rocamodularomes.ca). The semi truck got stuck at the entrance but the house moving crew worked 
hard through the -25ºC weather and got it out. 

The modular home came from Lethbridge, Triple M Housing (triplehousing.com) constructed it. D & S 
Home Transport Ltd. from Lethbridge did the transport. Spencer MacDonald, Roca Modular Homes 
Sales Manager/President, was present along with Art New, Roca President of ShowHomes Canada. 
Some of the Samson Housing Committee was also on location for the delivery. Art New also made a 
$1000 donation to the food bank. 

Art New, Roca Modular Homes: I would add Cody 
Nepoose and the work team who did an excellent 
job preparing the site. They made delivering the 
homes very easy with minimal problems. Thank 
you all. 

January 18, 2022
Source: SCN Consultation Office Facebook page. 

EPCOR would like your input. 
website: https://bit.ly/33yr9EI 
Permanent flood barriers are planned for development along the North Saskatchewan River in 
Edmonton at EPCOR’s two water treatment plants. See pictures of the ideas and share your 
preferences and feedback by doing this survey. 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/692FNQX
Before February 28, 2022
Learn about the project ans see pictures of the ideas
www.epcor.com 
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SCN Community Wellness: Client Support 
Services Ph: 780-335-5953. Outreach 780-335-
7439. Respite Care 780-335-9687. 

 Please be advised that the Samson Cree 
Nation  Personnel Department has a New Email 
Address: 
 personnel.179@gmail.com
 Anybody applying for a job or submitting their   
documents to Personnel Department can send to  
the email provided. Thank You. 

The Samson Cree Housing 
Department is now located at the 
Trades Centre (on Cranes Road). 
New phone number: 780-585-3919

The Samson Community 
Initiatives Program 780-585-0111
Check them out on Facebook. 
@samsoncommunityinitiativesprogram

From the Office of Samson Gas Utility 

Box 1200 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0
Ph: 780-585-3793 Email: 

gasutility.scn@gmail.com 

Lyle Littlepoplar, Manager 1-780-335-6073
Everette Omeasoo, Supervisor 1-780-312-9748
Gas Co-op Shop 780-585-3547 Please Leave A 

Message

Email: gasutility.scn@gmail.com
Please call EXT#215, Cell 780-335-6073 or 

Email: lyle.littlepoplar2020@gmail.com 
If you have any questions on this matter. Thank 

you. 

MMIWG 24/7 Toll Free Support Phone 
Line: 1-844-413-6649 

Integrated Family Services (IFS) Ph: 780-585-
2254 Email: integratedfamily@yahoo.com 

Maskwacis Mobile Mental Health: Call us at any 
time on our hotline 780-362-2150 
or Email : info@maaems.com 

The Acimowin (Samson’s local newsletter) 
Submission Dates for 2022 

April 
Friday April 8
Friday April 22

February
Friday February 21 

May
Friday May 13
Friday May 27

March 
Friday March 11
Friday March 25

Samson Cree Nation Urban Office in 
Edmonton. 
Location: 12046 - 77 St. Edmonton. 
Ph: 780-477-6648 ext. 257

SCN Community Wellness: Client Support 
Services Ph: 780-335-5953. Outreach 780-335-
7439. Respite Care 780-335-9687. 

Samson Cree 
Nation: 
Pediatry 

PEDIATRIC CLINIC 
NOW OPEN 

Dr. Heather Dreise
Pediatrician 

Location: former MYI Building
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM
For Appointments call 780-585-4062. 

Walk Ins are available. 

Samson Management Ltd. , (SML) Staff Christmas 2021 picture. Source: Facebook. 

January 20, 2022

Samson Cree Nation has a New App available for 
download on Apple. Do you want to stay informed on nation 
news, media releases and interviews? Download the app 
now. 
Notifications for emergencies. 
Job Opportunities. 
Available on cell phones and tablets. 
Samson Communications  . 
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Pigeon Lake Campground Christmas 2021. 
Photos: D Makinaw. 
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Christmas 2021 band office Sweater Day. 
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To see the back issues of the Acimowin.
www.issuu.com/samsoncreenation 

►Jim O Cultural Centre 
News: Samson Band Members 
$150 Non Refundable. Non 
Samson Band Members $150 
Non Refundable. $50 Damage 
Deposit. Centre must be cleaned 
after use, kitchen cleaned up, 
floors swept, chairs put away. 
Call 780-585-3793 ext. 159. 
No Double Booking. 
No Smoking. 
No Public Phone.

Pictures from Christmas 2021. Grinch Day winners. 


