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Tansi and welcome to another edition of the Acimowin. The 
above photo to the left is Wynona Johnson, Shane Yellowbird 

and Donna Johnson. MESC had a back to school celebration 
September 1 and some residents from Pigeon Lake were 
expressing their concerns at the band office August 25, 2021. 
With that, Emergency Management Director Harper Potts has the 
Covid 19 and Delta variant statistics for Maskwacis. The numbers 
are going up and Harper is reminding us that the local state of 
emergency is currently on in Maskwacis so please get vaccinated, 
sanitize your hands and get tested. The Samson Emergency 
Management phone number is 780-585-2522 or call Harper at 780-
335-0303 for more information on vaccines. 

Twitter: @SamsonCree

Instagram: @samsoncreenation
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Table of Contents The Samson Cree Nation Acimowin (Newsletter)
Communications Coordinator, Delorna Makinaw.
Email: dbmakinaw@gmail.com
Events Planner, Angela Boysis-Bull.
Email: ang.bbull@yahoo.com  

Samson Communications Department: Box 159 
Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 233 or 
266. 

SCN Departments: Please send your announcements, 
events or information to the Acimowin for publication. 
Email: guide@ualberta.ca
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 266

The Acimowin is released bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the Communications Office. 

Community events can be forwarded to the Newsletter
Please make it a JPEG format to save paper. 

Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, educated, 
knowledgeable and industrious community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign Nation that is 
dedicated to improving the quality of life for all our People 
by maximizing our Human Resources and respecting our 
Cree Language and Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

HAWK 93.5 FM Radio 
To advertise with the only central Alberta 
First Nations radio station please call: 
780-585-4295. 
Email: hawk.radio891@gmail.com
           connect@hawkradio935.com 
Web: www.hawkradio935.com
Contact: Robert “Bobby Jack” Ward. 
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Maskwacis Covid 19 Timeline
Total Cases

5Samson Communications Department 
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September 8, 2021

Emergency Management Director, Harper Potts 
update. 

Harper Potts: Good morning everyone. It looks like 
we are all going to be in lock downs soon. It was 
bound to happen especially with the Delta variant. 
Those are most of the cases that are happening 
now. Alberta recorded 16,290 Active Cases 
yesterday, 15 hours ago there was 4903 cases. The 
people who did not get vaccinated are the ones 
getting the virus. People with the vaccine are getting 
it too but not as bad. 

Since June 11, 2020, we have had 2254 Total cases. 
We’ve lost 18 people. People say that the virus 
is not real. It’s real. Families have been affected. 
Currently we have 34 Active Cases in Maskwacis. 
We have one in the hospital, that person is out but 
there is complications. Out of the 34 Active Cases 
, 14 are the Delta variant. 17 out of those 34 Active 
Cases are in Samson. 7 are the Delta variant out of 
those 17 cases. 23 cases out of the 34 Active Cases 

were not vaccinated. The virus will hit those not vaccinated. We are set up at the HBMC today for 
vaccinations and you do not need an appointment. 

You can hear those people who have been infected by the tone of their voice when we go drop off 
food. Pray for those people in your morning prayer. It’s been in my morning prayer for 18 months now 
since it started. 

I admit we went to Banff a while back and it was crazy. We did not stay there for more than 40 
minutes and we left. It’s not worth getting sick over. We will go see it next year because it will always 
be there. 

Currently, we have one Elder with the Delta variant in Samson. 

We are still delivering food to the people who are under isolation and quarantine. For deliveries 
please call: 780-585-2522. 

MHS gives me the numbers and then I give that to my workers for delivery of food and supplies. 
Thank you to the workers for stepping up. 

We are still testing at the Maskwacis Fire Hall in Samson. From 10 AM to 3:30 PM. The line up is 
already there today. Get there early the line up can be long. We have Phizer and Moderna for the 
youth. Unfortunately, we are going to start seeing cases coming out of the schools because school 
has started. So get your kids vaccinated. 

Moving off topic quickly, we have dog food. If you want some call Emergency Management 780-585-
2522 and then come pick it up at the building. We might get some more in October and then we will 

let the people know about it. 

Our isolation trailers are ready to go. If you are on the contact tracing list and want to isolate or 
quarantine please call us. We have Custodians and Security on site. Call me on my cell 780-335-
0303 or the Emergency Management number 780-585-2522. 

Alberta is slowly going back into lockdown. Bars and restaurants are closed at 10 PM now. Our 
schools are open for now but for how long? We are planning to open up the hockey rink but we will 
know in the next day or two. Once the province makes those decisions we will follow them. In order to 
come into the Samson band office you have to make an appointment by phone with the department 
or Councilor. We have triage and you have to wear a mask. Hours are 9 AM to 3 PM except for 
Louis Bull who is back full time. I sit on the minor hockey board and we had a meeting last night. We 
decided to open the hockey arena up in October and hopefully have it so families can book ice time 
for their cohorts. Similar to what Ermineskin is doing with their gym and recreation room. 

We are in a local state of emergency. 28 other First Nations are under the same order in Alberta. The 
reason being is the infection rate and we get our funding from FNIHB. Once we end that local state of 
emergency then the FNIHB funding ends. I see this going until December. After December I think the 
numbers will go down. Hopefully, by March 2022 it will be close to ending. There is talk that this fourth 
wave will be more contagious. With 5000 people being infected in one day, what’s it going to look like 
in one months time? Out of those 34 Total Cases, 5 were double vaccinated. Out of those 5, 2 had 
the Delta variant and the other three had Covid 19. To my understanding, the vaccinated people got 
the virus but not as bad. 

Harper reads Dr. James Makokis article. The article talks about the youth should be vaccinated. 
Elders need to be vaccinated. All nations need to be careful and diligent at this time. 

So try and encourage your family members to get vaccinated if they have not yet. Please continue to 
wear your mask and to sanitize your hands. Today we have 14 cases of Delta variant in Maskwacis 
so please be careful. Question people first before you go visit them, ask them if they have Covid 19 
for your own safety. 

So with that, have a good day. Continue to pray for those in the isolation trailers. Be safe out there. 
Hai Hai ! 
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Shane Yellowbird visited the Communications 
department on August 20, 2021. Pictured: Wynona 
Johnson, Shane and Donna Potts Johnson. 

September 3, 
2021

Devin Buffalo, 
‘24 JD, is the 
University of 
Alberta’s first 
recipient of the 
Scotiabank 
Program for 
Law Students 
scholarship. He 
has long been 
an inspiring 
Indigenous youth 
as a professional 
hockey player, 
a motivational 
speaker and 
entrepreneur. 
Congratulations 
Devin. 

August 25, 2021: Pigeon Lake residents in front of 
the Samson band office voicing their concerns. 

August 3, 2021. Band member Shawn. 



August 31, 2021

Samson Four Nations Arena: Samson Community 
Wellness hosted a meet and greet with leadership at 
the arena and Chief and Council were present serving 
food and talking to the people. School age children were 
given out school supplies which consisted of a back pack 
and school supplies. The back packs were supplied by 
Stephen’s Backpack Society: Stephen’s Outreach to 
schools, Thanking our Teachers for their dedication and 
commitment. 

Bob Ronnie did the catering and Chief mentioned since 
it was back to school he wanted the people to eat some 
BBQ steak not hamburgers and hot dogs. 

The Early Years baby program from Ermineskin was also 
present with a booth and information. Thank you Security 
and the Custodians for cleaning up. 
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August 14, 2021: Photo by Brad Buffalo. See on Global TV 
Mike Sobel’s weather page. 

Federal Election Voting 
Monday September 20, 2021. 

Samson band members: You go to the 
HBMC to vote on September 20, 2021. 

Vote early: September 10, 11, 12, 13, 
2021, at the Jim Rattlesnake sports 
building in Ermineskin. 

Please bring Identification. 

See official voting poster at the CTA / 
Samson band office. 
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September 3, 2021
HBMC: The Samson Youth and Sports Development (SYSD) along with Community Wellness had 
a back to school BBQ for the youth and the Alberta Indigenous Games athletes who attended the 
games in Edmonton. Klevlin from Community Wellness had medals for the athletes who attended and 
swag bags for them as well. 

Klevlin Cutknife, Community Wellness: “We had 6 basketball teams together, and yes 8 medals were 
not picked up. The bags were for the basketball teams.”



14 15Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 
15Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 

Samson Cree Nation Urban Office in Edmonton. 
Location: 12046 - 77 St. Edmonton. 
Ph: 780-477-6648 ext. 257

SCN Community Wellness: Client Support 
Services Ph: 780-335-5953. Outreach 780-335-
7439. Respite Care 780-335-9687. 

 Please be advised that the Samson Cree 
Nation  Personnel Department has a New Email 
Address: 
 personnel.179@gmail.com
 Anybody applying for a job or submitting their   
documents to Personnel Department can send to  
the email provided. Thank You. 

The Samson Cree Housing 
Department is now located at the 
Trades Centre (on Cranes Road). 
New phone number: 780-585-3919

The Samson Community 
Initiatives Program 780-585-0111
Check them out on Facebook. 
@samsoncommunityinitiativesprogram

From the Office of Samson Gas Utility 

Box 1200 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0
Ph: 780-585-3793 Email: gasutility.

scn@gmail.com 

Lyle Littlepoplar, Manager 1-780-335-6073
Everette Omeasoo, Supervisor 1-780-312-9748
Gas Co-op Shop 780-585-3547 Please Leave A 

Message

Email: gasutility.scn@gmail.com
Please call EXT#215, Cell 780-335-6073 or 

Email: lyle.littlepoplar2020@gmail.com 
If you have any questions on this matter. Thank 

you. 

MMIWG 24/7 Toll Free Support Phone 
Line: 1-844-413-6649 

Integrated Family Services (IFS) Ph: 780-585-
2254 Email: integratedfamily@yahoo.com 

Maskwacis Mobile Mental Health: Call us at any 
time on our hotline 780-362-2150 
or Email : info@maaems.com 

The Acimowin (Samson’s local newsletter) 
Submission Dates for 2021. 

October
Friday Oct. 8
Friday Oct. 22

August 
Friday March 13
Friday March 27 

November
Friday Nov. 12
Friday Nov. 26 

September
Friday May 10
Friday May 24

Samson Cree Nation Urban Office in 
Edmonton. 
Location: 12046 - 77 St. Edmonton. 
Ph: 780-477-6648 ext. 257

SCN Community Wellness: Client Support 
Services Ph: 780-335-5953. Outreach 780-335-
7439. Respite Care 780-335-9687. 

Samson Cree 
Nation: 
Pediatry 

PEDIATRIC CLINIC 
NOW OPEN 

Dr. Heather Dreise
Pediatrician 

Location: former MYI Building
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM
For Appointments call 780-585-4062. 

Walk Ins are available. 
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September 1, 2021

HBMC in Samson: The Integrated Family 
Services (IFS) had a back to school drive 
through with Covid 19 protocols in place. 
Annette Cutknife coordinated the event and the 
food was handed out to the waiting vehicles. 
Have a good year students and parents and 
stay safe. 

August 27, 2021
Source: Samson Cree Nation facebook page. 

City Hall, Edmonton: “Chief Vernon Saddleback with the Confederacy of Treaty Six Chiefs attended 
the Treaty 6 Recognition Day in Edmonton.” 
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September 2021
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10 Turkey Trot @ 
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Thanksgiving

20 
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Wednesday

Wednesday

8

6

15

13

22 Fall Equinox 

20

29

27

1 MESC Back to 
School BBQ. 
HBMC Back to 
School drive thru 
HBMC 1 pm IFS

Thursday

Thursday

9 FASD Walk with 
IFS

7

16

14

23 

21

30 Orange 
Shirt Day. 

28

2

Friday 

Friday 

10
Newsletter. 

8
Newsletter. 

17

15

24 Newsletter. 
Rodeo Calnash 
Ponoka 

22
Newsletter. 

29

3

1

Saturday 

Saturday 

11

9

18

16

25 Rodeo Calnash 
Ponoka 

23

30

4 Fort Edmonton 
Park trip 585-3634  

2

31
Halloween

September 8, 2021

Crane Iron Energy Services is looking for a 
Water Truck Driver and 2 Packer Operators if 
you know anyone in local area looking for work. 
Must be punctual and have own vehicle. 

IBM or text my cell 780-312-5105
Email: 
craneironenergy@telus.net 
Clay Crane. @ Facebook. 

Also taking applications for Class 1 Drivers with 
Endpump Experience, Dozer, Excavator and 
Bobcat operators. 
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To see the back issues of the Acimowin.
www.issuu.com/samsoncreenation 

►Jim O Cultural Centre 
News: Samson Band Members 
$150 Non Refundable. Non 
Samson Band Members $150 
Non Refundable. $50 Damage 
Deposit. Centre must be cleaned 
after use, kitchen cleaned up, 
floors swept, chairs put away. 
Call 780-585-3793 ext. 159. 
No Double Booking. 
No Smoking. 
No Public Phone.

►Samson Trades: High volume of calls due to not changing furnace filters, please do not pour grease down 
the drains, the Housing department has moved into the Trades Center. 

September 3, 2021: mini pow wow at Bear Park. 


