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Mental Health

Maskwacis Mobile 
Mental Health 

Samson Cree Nation

Words by Guide

July 21, 2023
The Maskwacis Mobile Mental Health 
center opened with a Ribbon Cutting 
ceremony. Councilor Ryan Lightning 
mentioned that the ground was broke one 
year ago with a ceremony and that it has 
come to realization. SCN leadership that 
was in attendance: Chief Vern Saddleback, 
Councilors: Ryan Lightning, Holly Johnson, 
Vinny Saddleback, Louise Omeasoo, Izaiah 
Omeasoo-Swampy, Cletis Louis, Elesha 
Buffalo, Kurt Buffalo and Armand Swampy. 

Councilor Holly Johnson opened up the 
event with a prayer then the speakers were 
next. Joyce Larocque, Navigator-Data Entry 
Clerk, explained to the people gathered of 
why we were here today. Trudy Whitebear, 
Liaison, also mentioned a few words about 
the history of the mobile mental health. 

Councilors Holly, Vinny, Kurt and Ryan all 
had a few words to say to the people. 

Steve Skakum took the microphone and 
mentioned that it all started off with a Ford 
Bronco and a phone. The old house they 
had set up headquarters was still there 
as well. Steve said that the Samson band 
takes mental health seriously. 

Next, Stu Schmidt, mentioned that : this 
building stands as a commitment to mental 
health for all. It is a reminder that no one 
walks alone on their journey to well being. 
Thank you to Scott Builders who brought 
all these parts together. They were on time 
and under budget. 

Manager Gayle Lightning was next to 
speak. She wanted to say thank you to Scott 
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Above: the facilities and 
drum group opening the 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
in a traditional way. 

3Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 

M
e

n
ta

l H
e

a
lt

h

Builders, her four nation workers, Alberta Health 
Services (AHS), CTO and Wellbriety from Red 
Deer, and Indigenous Services Canada (ISC). 

If you are having problems with mental health 
please call 780-362-2150 for help. Mobile Mental 
Health website will be up soon: 
www.maskwacis-mmh.com 
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July 15, 2023
2023 Princess Pageant Gala at the Jim “O” 
Center. Above Taya Yellowbird out going princess 
speaking about what it was like holding the 
title for the year. She mentioned it gave her 
confidence to speak in public. The outgoing Li’l 
Warrior was Keslee Saddleback pictured below 
left. 
The princess and Li’l warrior both have to 

sell tickets in order to win the title this year so 
please support them when they come around. 
There were a lot of family at the gala supporting 
the participating youth and good job to the 
organizers. 
There was a round dance at the end and Jerry 
Roasting was the singer and drummer for the 
pow wow portion of the event. 
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Samson-Lake 
Louise Mall 40 Year 
Anniversary 

 1983-2023

Photo: Delorna Makinaw
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July 25, 2023
Samson Mall in Lake Louise 
40 Year Anniversary: MC 
Mario Swampy, Board 
Chair of Parcan, welcomed 
the people to the event 
and introduced Proxy 
Chief Louise Omeasoo to 
share a few words with the 
crowd gathered. Louise: 
“What a beautiful day to 
be here to celebrate this 
momentous occasion. 
The past leaders had that 
spirit of looking out for 
our future generations and 
that is something we need 
to take into consideration. 
I want to thank each and 
everyone of you for being 

here today. Thank you.”

Mario then introduced 
the General Manager of 
SML, Glenda Swampy who 
shared a few words  as 
well: “In 1985 a company 
approached Samson to 
partner up on building 
this mall. In 1987 the 
mall opened. Eventually, 
Samson became sole 
owners of the mall at 
that time. They formed a 
corporation called Parcan. 
The share holder is the 
Samson Cree Nation. 
The mall has been in 
operation for 40 years 
and they are just in the 
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process of signing the 
lease again for another 42 
years. The leaders back in 
1987 had the vision to see 
this project succeed and 
it did. We are fortunate 
to have five of those 
leaders from 1987 with us 
today. They are: Lawrence 
Saddleback, Victor Bruno, 
Bryan Lightning, George 
Saddleback and Victor 
Buffalo. We have two other 
leaders from that era and 
they are Leo Bruno and Roy 
Louis.”

Near the end, and before 
past Chief Victor Buffalo 
spoke, Parks Canada 
SuperIntendent Francois 
Masse had a few words to 
share to the people: “On 
behalf of Parks Canada 
we would like to welcome 
everyone to Banff National 
Park
The parks are in Treaty 6, 7 
and 8. 

When this park was 
created it, legislation and 
management of the park 
did not consider traditional 
Indigenous knowledge or 
recognize long standing 
special cultural values 
and use of the landscape. 
Now, Parks Canada 
recognizes that and we are 

committed to reconciliation 
and a new relationship 
with Indigenous people. 
Indigenous peoples are 
now welcome in Banff 
National Park and I really 
mean that. I hope we 
make you feel at home 
in the park. It was your 
home way before it 
was our park. Today, I 
am happy to celebrate 
the 40 year commercial 
partnership with Parcan 
developments. As one of 
the key lease holders…we 
look forward to working 
with you. I understand 
Parcan is owned by Samson 
Reality and the successful 
commercial operation 
of the Samson mall over 
the past 40 years is a 
testament to the capacity 
of First Nations to seize 
opportunities. With that, I 
would like to recognize the 
Elders in attendance today. 
I would like to offer them 
Tobacco as a gift for their 
years of service in their 
communities. Thank you.” 

Thank you to the dancers, 
drum group, Parks Canada 
and Phil. Thanks to 
Councilor Frank Buffalo as 
well for the assistance. 
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Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

The Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 
(News)
Communications Coordinator 
Delorna Makinaw
Email: dbmakinaw@samsoncree.com

Administrative/Social Media Assistant: 
Ashley Lightning
Email: comms@samsoncree.com 

Samson Communications Department: 
Box 159 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. Ph: 780-585-3793.

SCN Departments: Please send your announcements, 
events or information to the Acimowin for publication. 
Email: acimowin@samsoncree.com
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 202

The Acimowin is released bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the Communications Office. 

Community events can be forwarded to the Acimowin. 
Please make it a JPEG or PDF format to save paper. 

Social Media: 
Facebook,  Instagram, Youtube and Twitter. 
 

Website: 
www.samsoncree.com 

SCN Calgary Urban 
Satellite Office
Address: 1603 10 Ave NW T3C 0J7
Coordinator: Kristen Wildcat Manybears. 
Work Cell: 825-484-0490
Work: 587-353-4002 
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