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April 15, 2024

Samson Cree Nation Mall: The first 
Pediatry Clinic for Dr. Driese is scheduled 
to open April 16, with the first patient. The 
day before Samson Chief and Council had 
a pipe ceremony to recognize the opening. 

Todd Buffalo was the pipeman and there 
was a woman’s pipe in the ceremony. A small  
feast was done and leadership prayed for 
the food. Todd had a few issues he wanted 
to talk about and Chief Vernon also talked 
about the difficulties of getting the pediatry 
clinic in Samson. Councilor Aliesha Buffalo 
also had a few words to say to Stu Schmidtt, 
Maskwacis Ambulance Authority, and the 
dedication Stu has demonstrated working 
for the community. 

There is a pharmacy across highway 2A 
which services people from Maskwacis. 

There are 3 pharmacies in Wetaskiwin. 
Past leadership knew this back then and 
it was former Chief and Councilor Marvin 
Yellowbird who got this project started. 
Chief Vernon wanted everyone to know this 
fact. Bonita Saddleback was also present 
along with a Maskwacis Health Services 
(MHS) representative. 

On Tuesday April 16, 2024, the first patient 
walked through Dr. Dreise’s doors. That 
first patient, accompanied by her Kokum, 
was Jaylee Bull. 

Chief Vernon Saddleback and Councillors; 
Ryan Lightning, Holly Johnson-Rattlesnake 
Cletis Louis, Armand Swampy, Frank 
Buffalo Louise Omeasoo, Elesha Buffalo 
and Izaiah Swampy-Omeasoo attended 
the event. Dr. Dreise, Community Wellness, 
and Mâskwâcîs Ambulance staff were 
present for the opening.



April 16, 2024

Meet the Pride of Pigeon Lake! Makenna 
Johnson was born and raised in Pigeon 
Lake and is always very proud to represent 
her nation. Last weekend at Native 
Provincials Maskwacis didn’t have a U13 
Female team so Makenna was picked up by 
the Northern Selects Female hockey team. 

Not only did her team win the Gold Medal 
but Makenna was awarded the Tournament 
MVP. This past season she made the U13 
AA Camrose Wildcats hockey team. Her 
spring hockey will be taking her all over 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and BC over the 
next 5 weeks. Good luck Makenna!
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Jays Care FoundationJays Care Foundation
April 16, 2024

Jays Care Foundation Team: Sam Cava, Carmen 
Siriani and Justin Betal. 

Interview with Rebecca Lansley (second from left in 
photo standing by Councilor Ryan Lightning) from 
Jays Care Foundation: We are the charitable arm of 
the Toronto Blue Jays. They just flew in from Toronto 
last night one of the workers mentioned to the youth 
who were gathered in the high school gym. 

(www.mlb.com/bluejays/community/jays-care).

Guide: What is the aim of the project here today?

Rebecca: We have partnered with Mario Swampy, 
former Samson Councilor, and Trevor Larocque to 
create a baseball league for all of the nation’s youth 
in Maskwacis for this summer. This will be the first 
year it will be up and running but the goal is to bring 
nations and communities together in a baseball 
league. It was mentioned by Trevor that was baseball 
was really big in Maskwacis a long time ago and then 
it died down. Their aim is to get that back and get 
everybody connected and outside playing again. 

Guide: Do you have a time schedule when this is 
going to happen? 

Rebecca: It will be up and running in May 2024. It 
will run throughout the Summer and it will end with 
a big tournament in July or August. That’s when 
everybody can come together and celebrate all the 

accomplishments that went on in the Summer. It will 
be a massive tournament of baseball. 

Guide: Who would Samson nation members get a 
hold of to find out the baseball schedule? 

Rebecca: You can contact Mario Swampy or Ray 
Buffalo. Ray is the League Coordinator. His job is to 
oversee the league throughout the year. They can 
sign up through Ray or through their school principle. 
If anybody is interested, it should be really fun. You 
get to join a team and travel to other communities and 
play their team. Ray works with Trevor and Mario. 

Watch for the posters. I do believe there is some 
posts on facebook that are starting to advertise it 
but this is the first week that it’s starting. It’s about 
building excitement and bringing kids out and wanting 
to play some baseball. 

Guide: Is there anything else you want to add 
Rebecca before we end the interview?

Rebecca: I know the Jays Care Foundation are so 
excited to partner with all the communities and to 
watch the baseball league start. There are big plans 
and hopefully it will build up year after year. We get to 
see the older kids come back and do some coaching 
and just having kids follow the sport. 

I do believe they will be creating a facebook page for 
the Maskwacis baseball league. 
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April 17-18, 2024 

Suicide Prevention with Community 
Wellness: The facilitators were Patsy Wolfe 
and Laureen Omeasso and the day started 

out with a prayer and smudge by one of 
the participants. I was talking to one of the 
male participants and he would recommend 
nation members take the course, he said 
that we should all take it. There were male 
and female participants in the suicide 
prevention course. A lot of information was 

shared and it is relevant to any person living 
on any First Nation reserve across Turtle 
Island. You never know when you will need 
the skills to help someone in your family if 
they need it. Mental health was the main 
theme of the course.

Nation members have to talk about mental 
health and we have to learn that it is OK to 
discuss it. You can learn some skills, meet 
knew people and have a conversation 
about what you think about the issue that is 
on many First Nations across Canada and 
especially up in the Northern communities. 
What is important is that people talk 
about it. That is how change can happen. 
Community Wellness sponsored the event, 
lunch was served and there was a certificate 
given out at the end. 

Suicide Prevention

“We Will Be A Force 
To Be Reckoned With 
When We Are Well.” 
Patsy Wolfe
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Source: Samson Cree Nation facebook page April 24, 2024, post. 
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April 15, 2024

Chief Vernon Saddleback facebook update. 
There will be a communications strategy 
implemented. We got elected in July 2023 and 
we are getting organized. We met with the 
people about the settlement funds, we voted on 
it and we did the payout. 

That is why we are here today. I’ve been talking 
to council to get a communications strategy 
developed. This facebook live stream update 
will be the first that I am doing. Every month we 
have a regular council meeting and we rotate the 
chairperson. So councilor Darrell Montour will do 
the next update Friday. This will be done every 
month by a different council member and myself. 
There will be a Open Band Meeting May 7, 
2024, at the HBMC. I will ask council if we 
can present on the Election Law.  One of the 
weaknesses of our Election Law is we do 
not have a schedule C or D and that is how 
to remove council and how to punish council 
if they’ve violated ethical concerns. So the 
Executive Law has those guide lines. 

Unfortunately, there is no legal way to remove 
Chief  & Council because we are an Indian Act 
band. We are governed by the Indian Act and 
it has no guide lines on how to remove council. 
Our Election law is the same. That is why I want 
all of you to come to the Open Band Meeting on 

May 7, 2024, at the HBMC. We will discuss a 
way to remove chief and council. 

We are going out to Pigeon Lake May 17, 2024, 
to talk about the same topic. We going to start 
having our Luncheons out at Pigeon Lake again. 
Luncheons at Pigeon Lake Recreation Centre 
will be on the following dates: 

-Friday, May 17, 2024, 11am to 2pm
- Friday, September 13, 2024, 11am to 2pm
- Friday, November 15, 2024, 11am to 2pm
- Friday, January 17, 2025, 11am to 2pm
- Friday, March 14, 2025, 11am to 2pm

Moving on, I have met with the Alberta 
Government Ministers: Rick Wilson-Minister of 
Indigenous Relations, and Dan Williams-Minister 
of Mental Health & Addictions. The province will 
be purchasing trailers that can accommodate 
150 people. So one trailer can house 150 people. 
This is going to the four nations treatment center. 
It will be located north of Pe Sakastew and the 
Montana band donated the land. Those people 
who work in mental health, addictions and social 
work there will be jobs coming up. The next 
move will be bringing out the trailers. Thank you 
to Councilor Aleisha Buffalo because she is the 
Chairperson for that project. The Maskwacis 
Ambulance Authority did a lot of work on this as 
well so they deserve credit for this project too. 
Thank you to the Montana band for the location. 
We had a pipe ceremony with Rick Wilson and 
Dan Williams on this already. 

I met with the Alberta Government Minister of 
Justice Mickey Amery. This Court System will be 
operated by our Elders and Restorative Justice. 
We want to have our own Police force. I have 
been a given a verbal commitment by Minister 
Amery that this will be coming to the nation soon. 
This will be a for all of Maskwacis. 

Chief met with the mayors of Ponoka and 
Wetaskiwin along with the County Reeve. This 
will be the Diversion Project. Our people will 
be riding along with the RCMP and Ambulance 
to divert our people from being incarcerated. 
Instead, the people will be directed to services 
that can help. The federal government is holding 
back but the provincial government has allotted 

200,000 to the project. This has to be done 
before winter comes around. 

I have met with Brian Jean-Minister of Energy & 
Minerals, this is in regards to our company Bear 
Hills Industries and getting some work for carbon 
capture. 

The four chiefs met with the Alberta Government 
Minister of Advanced Education-Rajan Sawhney, 
about a new college for Maskwacis. The college 
is currently doing online, distance education 
because of the problems that the building is 
having. We had a pipe ceremony with her for the 
new college already. 

Thank you to councilor Holly Johnson for creating 
the Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) with 
the Pe Sakastew Centre. 

Thank you to former chief and councilor Marvin 
Yellowbird for starting the Pediatry Clinic project. 
Thank you to Councilor Eleisha Buffalo and Stu 
Schmidtt from Maskwacis Ambulance Authority 
for this as well. Dr. Driese, pediatrics, will be our 
doctor. 

May 10, 2024, will be a Prayer Luncheon at the 
Ermineskin NOK building. This is open to all 
Maskwacis members. 

The Settlement: last fall, 30% has been given 
to the people. The rest has been put in a GIC to 
gain interest. It is gaining interest and we made 
a little on it. We might get 1.2 million on interest 
on this. We are talking about housing, trust 
funds, MCC and a pow wow arbour. We will also 
help out the people. We appreciate everybody’s 
patience on this. 

The HBMC is being used too much for wakes and 
funerals. We have to change this. We need this 
for the youth. We need a community center for 
our wakes and funerals. 

Our Youth Committee has been formed. 
Councilors: Ryan Lightning, Darrell Montour and 
Izaiah Swampy-Omeasoo will lead this project. 
Thank you to Peace Hills General Insurance and 
Parcan Developments for donating funds to build 
us brand new ball diamonds. 

In conclusion, there will be a Housing Data Base 
Survey done and the surveyors will be around to 
people’s houses. We have to know what is wrong 
with your house in order to fix it. Please tie up 
your dogs so the workers are safe. 

Ekosi Pita Maw, it’s great to be back everybody. 
Thank you. I love you all and take care. 

Time: 5PM to 7PM. 
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April 23
Quinton 
Littlepoplar 
cleaning up 
Knotts Landing 
area. 
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April 22, 2024

HBMC in Samson: There was a Elders 
Luncheon with the Elders Department. 

Some information: there will be an Epcor 
Informational on April 29, 2024, at the HBMC 
from 1 PM to 3 PM. Come learn about your 
power use. 

May 13, 2024, will be Game Night. Elders and 
Youth come together for learning and fun. There 
will snacks, card games and Tea. Time: 5 PM to 
7 PM. The Location will be at Leann’s Kitchen 
at the band office. RSVP call Youth Wellness at 
780-585-3634.

Samson Elders Department, 780-585-3793 ext. 
105. Email: scneldersdept@gmail.com 
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780-585-3793
acimowin@samsoncree.com
comms@samsoncree.com

Maskwacis, Alberta

www.samsoncree.com

Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

Communications Manager
Delorna Buffalo Makinaw
Email: dbmakinaw@samsoncree.com

Administrative/Social Media Assistant
Ashley Lightning
Email: comms@samsoncree.com 

Acimowin/Newsletter
Email: acimowin@samsoncree.com

Samson Communications Department: 
Box 159 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. Ph: 780-585-
3793.

SCN Departments: Please send your 
announcements, events or information to the 
Acimowin for publication. 
Email: acimowin@samsoncree.com
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 202

The Acimowin is released bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the Communications Office. 

Community events can be forwarded to the 
Acimowin. 
Please make it a JPEG or PDF format to save 
paper. 

Social Media: 
Facebook,  Instagram, Youtube, Twitter (X) and 
Snapchat. 
 

Website: 
www.samsoncree.com 

SCN Calgary Urban Satellite Office
Address: 1603 10 Ave NW T3C 0J7
Coordinator: Chase Campeau. 
Cell: 587-830-2691
Work: 587-353-4002. 
E: chase.c@samsonnwsd.com

SCN Edmonton Urban Office
Address: N/A
Ph: 780-756-6377 OR 780-585-3634
E: scn.satellite.edmonton@gmail.com
Check out their Facebook page. 
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Source: Maskwacîs Mobile Mental Health 
facebook page. 

*Maskwacîs Mobile Mental Health crisis line 
780-362-2150 (call or text)
*Maskwacîs Ambulance: 780-585-4000
*Maskwacîs RCMP: Phone: (780) 585-3767
*Maskwacîs Counselling: 780-585-2268 and 
Facebook page
*Suicide Prevention: text 45645 call 1-833-456-
4566
*Kids Help Phone: 1-800-668-6868
*FN and Inuit hope for wellness: 1-855-242-3310
*Connect Teen: text only 587-333-2724
*Youth space: text only 778-783-0177

*SCW NNADAP 825 299 0056 Facebook Group 
page.

*ER Ponoka 403 783 3341 
*ER Wetaskiwin 780 361 7100 

*Ponoka Centennial Hospital 403 783 2528

Source: Samson Community Wellness 
facebook page. 
To Improve the health and well being of the 
Samson Cree Nation by strengthening Mind, 
Body & Spirit.

Source: Samson Community Wellness 
NNADAP facebook page. 

Detox or Treatment Centres in Alberta

Beaver Lake Wah Pow Treatment Centre, Lac 
La Biche, AB. 

Blood Tribe Youth Wellness Centre, Morinville. 

Footprints Healing Centre, Morinville. 

Kainai Healing Lodge Centre, Cardston. 

Kapown Rehabilitation Centre, Grouard. 

Wood Buffalo Wellness Society (Mark Amy 
Centre), Fort McMurray. 

If You Are Interested in Detox or Treatment 
please call or visit the NNADAP Program 
Ph: 825-299-0056. 


