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Nation News

Community Engagement
Settlement & FNCFS

Photos Ashley Lightning

Words by Guide

February 13, 2024

The Community Engagement about the 
Settlement and First Nation Child and Family 
Services (FNCFS) took place at the HBMC with 
a lot of questions from the people. Chief Vernon 
Saddleback along with the Samson Councilors 
were all in attendance to answer questions after 
the presentation. 

The First Nation Child and Family Services 
(FNCFS) is related to Canada’s Supreme Court 

ruling in June 2019 which is an Act Respecting 
First Nations, Inuit and Metis Children, Youth and 
Families which is now law since 2020. The ruling 
makes First Nations in Canada able to decide their 
own child and family services. The reason being 
native children are over represented in foster 
homes and child services. This law will make 
Samson Cree Nation the sole decision maker in 
these cases and not the federal government. The 
Liberal government took the initiative on this law. 
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February 14, 2024

Samson Cree Nation: The Valentine’s 
Amazing Race took place at the Four Nations 
Arena in Samson. Coordinator Yvonne 
Nepoose took the Acimowin editor on the 
course before the participants to show me 
what they could expect. Yvonne explained 
that you have to have physical and mental 
coordination when you are doing the course. 
You have to think about the community 
because some of the answers are about 
Samson. For instance, the five mile sign has 
Love on it which was a question in the race. 
Participants had to know where the NNADAP 
office was and other local agencies like 
Community Wellness or the shelter trailers. 
If you plan to enter the amazing race you 

must have a vehicle. The rules will be given to 
you and the next one will be in March 2024 
so watch for the poster and sign up quickly 
because there is always people entering. 

The Valentine’s Amazing Race would like 
to say thank you to the following for the 
assistance: Maskwacis Health Services, Samson 
Chinese Foods, Four Nations Arena, Samson 
Community Wellness, NNADAP, The Outreach 
Team, Hawk Radio for the live on location, 
volunteers and Daystone Catering. 

There were 16 participants this year. 
1st Place Leann & Dick Buffalo. 2nd Delorna 
Makinaw-Buffalo. 3rd Danielle Crane & Tara 
Simon. 
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February 7, 2024

Elder Albert 
Yellowbird from 
Pigeon Lake let the 
Acimowin run these 
photographs below. 
Albert said they are 
of his Dad, Jacob 
Yellowbird. The 
photos were taken 
about the 1950s in 
Pigeon Lake. In the 
original photographs 
the lake appears blue. 
It looked different 
back then than it does 
today. 

Dr. Johnson is the 
other man in the 

photograph. Dr. 
Johnson was from 
Wetaskiwin and Albert 
mentioned that he 
was his family doctor 
long ago. 

Alberta has stories 
back to the 1960s 
and even farther back 
of how it used to be 
back then. That is 
when The Pass was in 
effect. You could not 
get anywhere without 
The Pass. If you don’t 
know what The Pass 
system is check out: 
www.thepasssystem.
ca

February 20, 2024

The Cree Market  
took place at the 
HBMC and there were 
about 10 vendors 
set up. Shopping 
local means the 
money stays within 
the community and 
provides income for 
the vendors. 

Everyone is welcome 
to visit and buy lunch, 
sometimes there are 
hot lunches you can 
buy such as  Kaylee 
Crane’s fundraiser 
with buffalo/moose 
burgers. 

Magpie Junction was 
present with native 
jewellery. They will 
be starting their 
Facebook page as of 
today so check them 
out on social media 
or email them for 
inquiries: 
dandcmagpiejunction
@gmail.com or call 
403-913-5268. 
The Samson 
Youth and Sports 
Development (SYSD) 
runs the Cree Market 
and if you want to set 
up a Table please 
call 780-585-3012. 
It’s $20 a Table. The 
market runs on the 
20th of each month. 
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Business Section

January 18, 2024

Hello and good day Guide, thanks for your email.

You can find us on Facebook, I believe TikTok as 
well and our website is in the process of cre-
ation. Our company started out in 2021 with lawn 
care moving into the Landscaping and Remov-
als (Junk & Snow), for this type of work, at the 
moment, we require general labourers: must be 
physically fit and attain Proper PPE & Safety 
gear,  also vehicle ownership is preferred.

In the very near future, as our company grows 
and expands, We will have more employment 

positions available ranging from office positions 
to field work to consultants.

For the upcoming business creators, Believe and 
Focus! Remember that life happens and it is how 
one responds to the situation that truly counts.

I hope this helps and again, thanks for reaching 
out, also attached is our flyer.

Ay Hai,☺️

Jordan & Angelina Buffalo
Founders & Co-Owners
780.362.1887 / 780.312.9881

North Bear Contracting Services

Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 
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February 21, 2024

Words/Photos: Ashley Lightning

“A couple of weeks ago, Samson Community 
Wellness had an Ice fishing event on January 
27 & 28, 2024 at Pigeon Lake. This event 
allowed members to learn how to ice fish, set 
a net, and take some fish home. They also 
identified, measured, and collected fish and water 

samples. The purpose of this event was to build 
capacity, educate, and use the resources that are 
available to us. 

#samsoncreenation #maskwacis 
#samsoncommunitywellness #icefishing 
#ThrowbackThursday

photo credit: Ashley Lightning, SCN 
Communications.
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February 19, 2024

Words/Photos: Acimowin Editor. 

Pigeon Lake Recreation Centre: Family Day took 
place at the recreation centre and their were a 
lot of youth and parents. Marcella Dion and her 
team organized the event and they were getting 
some games going for the children. There were 
hot dogs, hamburgers and drinks available while 

the kids played on the bouncy castle. 

Maskwacis Cree Tribal Council (MCTC) and 
Samson Community Wellnness sponsored the 
event.  

Some of the activities were for the adults while 
they waited like beading. There was also arts, 
crafts and games. 



12 13Samson Cree Nation Acimowin Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 



14 15Samson Cree Nation Acimowin Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 



16 17Samson Cree Nation Acimowin Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 

IFS

W
in

te
r 

Is
su

e

ASL

February 20, 2024 

Interview with Carmella Cutknife, 
Integrated Family Services, about the 
Maskwacis Parents Place, American Sign 
Language (ASL), Autism Support Sensory 
Friendly Valentines Party at the NOK 
building in Ermineskin. 

Guide: So what did you think about the 
Valentines Party yesterday?

Carmella: It was a really good turnout. We 
have two programs we run: the Autism 
Support Group and ASL. Normally we don’t 
get that many people. I was expecting a 
little crowd and I was shocked that we had 
a lot. 

So Maskwacis Parents Place is an 
organization that serves all of Maskwacis. 

So we are getting that exposure. Although 
we’ve been here since 1996, I have just 
now started getting out into the community 
and creating programs for people who need 
it. We are a four band program so we try 
and move it to other nations every year. It’s 
good that we get out so that people see us. 

Guide: When did you learn American Sign 
Language?

Carmella: I started to learn American Sign 
Language in 2018. 

Guide: How long did it take you to learn it?

Carmella: About one year. It took me about 
a year to get fluent. I would say now I am 
intermediate. I am not advanced and I 
would not be able to be an interpreter yet. 
Although that’s a goal. You need two year 

interpreter training to be certified. There are 
no people of colour who are interpreters in 
Alberta. 

Guide: So we need some native interpreters 
out there. 

Carmella: Absolutely, yes we do. 

Guide: So on average it might take six 
months to a year to learn ASL?

Carmella: Although we don’t give 
certification at our ASL we follow the 
textbook. The textbook comes in two units, 
two books, and if a person wants to learn 
we spend at least a year with them. We 
get them to learn conversation, alphabet, 
family members and teaching them deaf 
culture. Deaf culture has its own culture. 

ASL is free and open to everyone in 
Maskwacis. We welcome people who are 
not from Maskwacis. We had some school 
teachers come and join us one time. As 
long as they are working with our children it 
is not a problem. 

Guide: Do you have any upcoming programs 
and services that nation members should 
be aware of?

Carmella: We continue our ASL classes 
every Wednesday from 5-7 PM at the 
HBMC classroom. I provide transportation, 
lunch and supper. I always provide food 
and any materials that we need. Crystal 
Wolfe, my facilitator, is part of the Canadian 
Indigenous Deaf society and has recently 
decided to do a culture camp for the deaf. 
People will come from across Canada 
for this camp. It has been approved by 
Canada and it will be in Maskwacis. It will 

be in the Summer of 2025. They have a 
year to plan and we will have people who 
are deaf coming in from all over Canada. 
We are planning that now and we hope to 
have it at Bear Park. 

Please join us. Give me a call, Carmella 
780-585-2254. I can pick you up for our 
programs and I can drop you off at home. 

The more we learn ASL it’s more inclusive 

for the deaf community. I always keep one 
thing in mind: we as hearing people can 
easily learn ASL but a deaf person can never 
learn to hear. We have a responsibility as 
society to be inclusive. 

Guide: Thank you Carmella. 
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February 2024February 2024
Sunday

4

11

18 

25

Monday 

5 Communications 
Meeting 10AM. 

12 ECD Level 1 
Training Starts. 
Cultural Teachings 
Pigeon Lk. 

19 Family Day 
HBMC 12-5PM. 
Treaty Tryouts.
Cultural Teachings 
Pigeon Lk. 

26 Cultural 
Teachings Pigeon 
Lk. Domestic 
Violence Support 
Group10AM. 

Tuesday

6

13 Community 
Engagement 
HBMC 10AM. 

20 Cree Market. 

27 Basketball 
Pigeon Lake 5PM. 

Wednesday

7

14 Amazing Race.  
Sensory Friendly 
Valentines Party 
NOK building. 

Thursday

8 AA Shelter 5PM.

15 AA Shelter 
5PM.

22 AA Shelter 
5PM. Cultural 
Basket  10AM 
HBMC. MCSS 
Equine Therapy. 

29

21 Cultural Basket 
10AM HBMC. 
Youth Pow 
Wow Pigeon Lk. 
Community Eng.  

28 Youth Pow 
Wow Pigeon Lk. 

1 Gangs Drugs 10-
9PM HBMC. AA 
Shelter 5PM. 

Friday 

9 Acimowin

16 ECD Level 1 
Training Ends. 

23 Acimowin
MHS Sober 
Dance HBMC. 
Cultural Basket  
10AM HBMC

2 HBMC Youth 
Conference. 

Saturday 

10

17 
Poundmakers 
Lodge Roundance.  
Flora NW Sober 
Dance Montana. 

24

3

March 2024March 2024
Sunday

3

10 Daylight 
Savings Time 
Begins. 

17 St. Patricks Day

24

31

Monday 

4

11

18

25

Tuesday

5

12

19 First Day of 
Spring. Equinox. 

26

Wednesday

6

13

Thursday

7

14

21 MEC Job Fair 
HBMC 10AM. 

28

20

27

Friday 

8  Acimowin 
International 
Womens Day

15 MCSS Round 
Dance HBMC. 

22 Acimowin

29 Good Friday. 
Round Dance 
Deadly Dads 
HBMC 6PM. 

1 Camrose 
Augustana UofA 
Round Dance

Saturday 

9

16

23

30

2 MESC Open 
House. 
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780-585-3793
acimowin@samsoncree.com
comms@samsoncree.com

Maskwacis, Alberta

www.samsoncree.com

Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

Communications Manager
Delorna Buffalo Makinaw
Email: dbmakinaw@samsoncree.com

Administrative/Social Media Assistant
Ashley Lightning
Email: comms@samsoncree.com 

Acimowin/Newsletter
Email: acimowin@samsoncree.com

Samson Communications Department: 
Box 159 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. Ph: 780-585-
3793.

SCN Departments: Please send your 
announcements, events or information to the 
Acimowin for publication. 
Email: acimowin@samsoncree.com
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 202

The Acimowin is released bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the Communications Office. 

Community events can be forwarded to the 
Acimowin. 
Please make it a JPEG or PDF format to save 
paper. 

Social Media: 
Facebook,  Instagram, Youtube, Twitter (X) and 
Snapchat. 
 

Website: 
www.samsoncree.com 

SCN Calgary Urban Satellite Office
Address: 1603 10 Ave NW T3C 0J7
Coordinator: Chase Campeau. 
Cell: 587-830-2691
Work: 587-353-4002. 
E: chase.c@samsonnwsd.com

SCN Edmonton Urban Office
Address: N/A
Ph: 780-756-6377 OR 780-585-3634
E: scn.satellite.edmonton@gmail.com
Check out their Facebook page. 

News
Samson Cree Nation

Acimowin
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To see the back issues of the Acimowin.
www.issuu.com/samsoncreenation 

or
www.samsoncree.com

February 14, 2024 
Smoking Cessation program with Yvonne 

Nepoose at Willowview TP Room. To apply for 
programs please go to 

www.scwprograms.com


