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ReCount

Samson Cree 
Nation Recount

There was a Recount Held on June 21st, 2023, 
at the HBMC in Samson with the Council not 

changing at all. 

Words by Guide

June 21, 2023

HBMC in Samson: Electoral Officer 
Brenda Vangaurd and her Assistant 
Stephanie John along with the election 
workers recounted the ballots from the 
Council election that took place May 
23, 2023. During the May 23 election 
the electronic tabulator malfunctioned 
which lead to the ballots being 
counted by hand. The hand count took 
approximately 30 hours. 

With the tabulating machine the process 
took about 4 hours. The results did not 
change other than two votes for one 
contested position. There were no 
problems this time during the recount. 

The following are Samson Cree Nation 

Councilors along with the number of 
votes they got: Ryan Lightning 487 votes, 
Frank Buffalo 481, Darryl Montour 483, 
Kurt Buffalo 454, Elesha Buffalo 418, 
Brian Lightning 393, Louise Omeasoo 
380, Vincent Saddleback 370, Cletis 
Louis 368, Izaiah Swampy Omeasoo 
363, Holly Johnson 358 and Armand 
Swampy 343. 

That is your SCN Council for next three 
years (2023-2026) with Chief Vernon 
Saddleback who is on his third term as 
Okema (Chief). 

The recount was live streamed on the 
SCN facebook and Youtube page so 
you can see the it there if you want. Tom 
Crier coordinated the live stream. 
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Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 

June 21 MHS
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June 17, 2023
The Samson Cree Nation 4th Year 6 Mile 
Traditional Pow Wow: “Honouring All Dancers 
& Singers Healing The Communities & The 
People,” took place with more dancers this year. 
There were four drums with Thunder Lake being 
the Host Drum, Buffalo Lake and Hobbema Cree 
filled out the rest of the drums. The day was nice 
and there were about 50 dancers. The Grand 
Entry took place and a few words were said by 

new Councilors Cletis Louis, Armand Swampy 
and Brian Lightning. Councilor Holly Johnson was 
present and she was dancing as well. MC “Blue” 
Lightning took over the speaking duties. 

Cletis mentioned that his relative Myles started 
the pow wow 2 years ago. Healing was the main 
reason and this goes out to all the people in 
Maskwacis. 
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Clean Up

June 8 , 2023
Samson Cree Nation: All the departments 
were out cleaning up the town site and 

business area. Lunch was served and 
prizes were given away. Thank you to all 
the people who participated. 

Community Clean Up June 8, 2023, Photos: Ashley Lightning
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June 2023June 2023

July 2023July 2023

Sunday

2023-2024
Registration Now 
Open
4 Nations Arena
780-585-3771
maskwacishockey@
gmail.com
FB Page: 
Maskwacis Minor 
Hockey Association

Pigeon Lake Rec. 
Centre: Youth Pow 
Wow, Dance class 
Co-Ed., Pow Wow 
Drumming. Tuesday 
Evenings 5-7 PM. 
Call 780-586-2211

Sunday

4

2

11

9

18 Fathers Day. 

16

25

23

30

Monday 

Monday 

5

3 Communications 
Social 10 AM Call 
Ashley. 

12 Amen Corner 
12 PM. Elders 
Engagement 
HBMC 9 AM. 
Autism Group. 

10 Youth 
Gathering @
Kehewin Cree 
Nation. 

19

17 Girls Cultural 
Camp @ Kootney 
Plains. 

26

24

31

Tuesday

Tuesday

6

4 Land to Lab P.L. 
9-5 PM. 

13 Poundmakers 
Lodge Gathering. 
Grief & Loss 
Willowview 
Building. 

11

20 21Chief & Council 
Inauguration. 
Uncle & Bros 
Camrose Casino. 
Solstice.  

18

27

25

Wednesday

Wednesday

7

5 Land to Lab P.L. 
9-5 PM. 

14 School Jump 
Rope For Heart. 

12

28 Goal Setting 
& Getting MCC. 
Pride Day 
Willowview 10 AM. 

26 Mobile 
Mammography MHS 

Thursday

Thursday

8 Clean Up Day. 

6

15 Elders Abuse 
Awareness Day 
HBMC. 

13

 22 MESC Pow 
Wow Bear Park 11 
AM. 

2019

29 Acimowin

27 Mobile 
Mammography MHS

1

Friday 

Friday 

9 Acimowin

7 Acimowin 
Alexis Pow Wow. 

16 HBMC Fathers 
Day Personal 
Care. Grief & 
Loss Willowview 
Building. 

14 Youth 
Gathering @
Kehewin Cree 
Nation. 

23
Saddle Lake Pow 
Wow. 

21 Acimowin
Girls Cultural 
Camp @ Kootney 
Plains. 

30 Pigeon 
Lake Home 
Maintenance 
Workshop. 
Ponoka Parade. 

28 Kehewin Pow 
Wow. Mobile 
Mammography 
MHS. 

2

Saturday 

Saturday 

10 Basket Ball High 
School. 

8

17 6 Mile Pow Wow 
1-6 PM. 

15

24

22 Indian Relays 

29

3

1 Canada Day
TP Village Ponoka. 

30
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June 12 & June 15, 2023
The Indian Residential Schools program had their Elders Event on June 12 at the HBMC and the 
Elders and Assisted Living Department had their World Elder Abuse Awareness Day on June 15 in 
the same location. Self care like hair cuts and massages were done, transportation was provided and 
the day consisted of socializing, prizes, snacks and drinks along with lunch. The Elders Event June 
12 had merchandise bingo, holistic treatment, computer training and a photography service. 

June 16, 2023
Fathers Day in Samson and Pigeon Lake. The above photo is (center) Curtis Soosay, (left blue 
shirt) Leo Bruno SCN Community Wellness liaison. Pigeon Lake had their Fathers Day with a BBQ 
and gift bag. Golf passes were also available. Prizes were announced for the winners about 2 PM. 

On the same day, the Integrated Family Services (IFS) had their Fathers Day at the HBMC. The day 
consisted of snacks, drinks, basketball for prizes, a golf putt and Carmella Cutknife with assistance 
cooked up the BBQ lunch. Samson Councilors Ryan Lightning and Darryl Montour were present and 
they both spoke to the men gathered. As well there was Merman contest. The merman has been 
trending lately on social media and it was all about having fun. The Merman contest winners top 
three winners were: 1 Cliffton Buffalo. 2 Owen Swampy. 3 James Green. Good job to all the other 8 
contestants. 

Elders Community Wellness

Elders & Assisted Living
Community Wellness

1 2 3
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Grief & Loss Wellness Session: participants at 
Willowview. June 13-16, 2023. Presented by Samson 
Community Wellness. See programs at: 
www.scwprograms.com Ph 780-585-3634
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June 26, 2023

Maskwacis Cree High School, Jonas Applegarth 
theatre: The Chief and Council Inauguration 
took place with a pipe ceremony before the 
event. After that a Grand Entry took place and 
then the signing ceremony took place. 

There was the official signing, photography 
by Burt Crowfoot and live streams on both the 
Samson Cree Nation facebook and Youtube 
page. If you missed it go to these social media 
platforms and watch it there. The event was 

emotional for some and a lot of appreciation 
was made for the assistance to get to this point 
and former Councilors were honoured for their 
work for the nation. Samson Lawyer Eileen 
Sasakamoose and Wilton Littlechild formalized 
the signing ceremony for the leaders. Afterward, 
the Samson flag and Union Jack were danced 
out of the building. RCMP members Dall and 
Curtis assisted with the event and participated 
in the Grand Entry and dancing out of the flags. 
Janet Potts catered the event. 

@SamsonCreeNation
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June 26, 2023: Levi Lightning 1st Place Street Fighter 6 Game Con Canada. 

June 24, 2023: photo by Karim R., Nickelback in Edmonton. 
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Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

The Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 
(News)
Communications Coordinator 
Delorna Makinaw
Email: dbmakinaw@samsoncree.com

Administrative/Social Media Assistant: 
Ashley Lightning
Email: comms@samsoncree.com 

Samson Communications Department: 
Box 159 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. Ph: 780-585-3793.

SCN Departments: Please send your announcements, 
events or information to the Acimowin for publication. 
Email: acimowin@samsoncree.com
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 202

The Acimowin is released bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the Communications Office. 

Community events can be forwarded to the Acimowin. 
Please make it a JPEG or PDF format to save paper. 

Social Media: 
Facebook,  Instagram, Youtube and Twitter. 
 

Website: 
www.samsoncree.com 

July
*July 4-5: Land to Lab in Pigeon Lake. July 6 
Edmonton, University of Alberta. Email: 
Emily Quecke
quecke@ualberta.ca
Cheri-Lyn Buffalo
cherilynbuffalo11@gmail.com 

*July 17-21: Girls Cultural Camp. Deadline to 
Apply July 7. 5 Day overnight camp at Kootney 
Plains. Call Samson Community Wellness 780-
585-3634. For Girls 12-17 years of age. 

August 
*August 11-13, 2023: Samson Cree Nation 
Pow Wow. Host Drum: Sharp Shooter. For 

more information please call the Pow Wow 
Chairperson Armand Swampy 780-312-3476. 
Email: armor.swampy@gmail.com 

*August 3-6, 2023: Rocky Boy’s 59th Annual 
Celebration Pow Wow. 

*August 15-19: Boys Cultural Camp. For boys 
12 to 17 years of age. Deadline to Apply August 
4. 5 day overnight camp at Kootney Plains. Call 
Samson Community Wellness 780-585-3634.

September
*September 1: Drivers must now slow down and 
stop for Emergency Vehicles on the roads. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SCN Calgary Urban 
Satellite Office
Address: 1603 10 Ave NW T3C 0J7
Coordinator: Kristen Wildcat Manybears. 
Work Cell: 825-484-0490
Work: 587-353-4002 

MESC Bus Drivers Needed. Looking for 
Class 1 and 2 (full size bus) and Class 4. 
Training is available for Class 2 license 
upgrades. If interested please contact 
Clainia Potts at the main office 780-585-
3333. 

Fundraise: Maskwacis Minor Hockey 
Association: Golf Scramble. July 20, 
2023. Montgomery Glen Golf Course. To 
Register your Team call 780-585-3793. 
$600 Team of 4. Start Time: 9 AM. 
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June 22, 2023
Maskwacis Bear Park: Maskwacis Education 
Schools Commission (MESC) Annual Pow Wow, 
“Honouring Traditions with Our Youth.” Grand 
Entry took place at 11 AM with about 4 drums and 
more showing up later. There was a good turn 
out for the event and the day was nice. The pow 

wow had almost all the regular categories and 
they were all youth. There was also youth drum 
groups with a couple older men to help them 
out. MCs Elmer Rattlesnake and Dennis “Blue” 
Lightning announced the categories. Samson 
Councilor Ryan Lightning was singing in one of 
the groups. 
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Maskwacis Dog & Cat Wellness Clinic
June 16-18, 2023

Four Nations Arena

June 16-18, 2023
Four Nations Arena in Samson: People in 
Maskwacis love their animals and you can tell 
by how many showed up during the three days 
of the dog and cat wellness clinic. The Canadian 
Animal Task force was the main service provider 
for the animal service along with Saving Grace 

Animal Society and Petsmart Charities. Thank 
you RJ for allowing the Acimowin take some 
pictures. Services provided were spay and 
neuter, tattoo for identification, vaccines and 
treatment for worms and fleas. The pet clinic 
was offered to all people in Maskwacis. The Task 
Force website: www.cataskforce.org 
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IFS Fathers Day BBQ


