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Land2Lab at 
Pigeon Lake

Project by Samson Community Wellness, The 
University of Alberta & Glinis Buffalo. 

Words by Guide. 

July 4-6, 2023
Pigeon Lake: Samson Community 
Wellness, the University of Alberta and 
Glinis Buffalo had their 3 day event out 
at Pigeon Lake and they started the day 
off with a water ceremony.

There were no pictures allowed of 
the event and Elder Bernice Stoney 
from Pigeon Lake explained to the 
people gathered about how she got 
the teachings for the ceremony from 
another lady. It is a female ceremony 
that has to be done by the ladies. 
Bernice explained that the first water 
ceremony was at Camp 1 in Pigeon 
Lake, Elk Island was second, the one 
today will be the third. The fourth will 
be done next  year if you are interested 
in seeing a water ceremony. She also 

mentioned that Rattle Making classes 
are needed out at Pigeon Lake because 
rattles are used in the ceremony. 

Bernice Stoney lifted the pipe for the 
ladies this day and Samson Councilor 
Holly Johnson assisted. There were 
about 15 ladies that participated in the 
ceremony right by the waters edge. The 
reason for the ceremony is to heal the 
water. Holly stated that this area used to 
have a traditional fishing station located 
here and that it for the future generations 
to come.  

After that the testing and getting into 
groups started. There were snacks 
and coffee for the people attended. Dr. 
Helena Johnson from Samson and Dr. 
M. Arlos were also present. 

2 Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 

Sources: 
Dr. Paulina Johnson @drpaulinareghan, 
Dr. Maricor Arlos @mj_arlos, Pigeon Lake 
Watershed Association facebook page 
July 9, 2023 post. Cover Photo: Princess 
Lightning. 
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June 26, 2023

Maskwacis Cree High School, Jonas Applegarth 
theatre: The Chief and Council Inauguration 
took place with a pipe ceremony before the 
event. After that a Grand Entry took place and 
then the signing ceremony took place. 

There was the official signing, photography 
by Burt Crowfoot and live streams on both the 
Samson Cree Nation facebook and Youtube 
page. If you missed it go to these social media 
platforms and watch it there. The event was 
emotional for some and a lot of appreciation 
was made for the assistance to get to this point 
and former Councilors were honoured for their 
work for the nation. Samson Lawyer Eileen 

Sasakamoose and Wilton Littlechild formalized 
the signing ceremony for the leaders. Afterward, 
the Samson flag and Union Jack were danced 
out of the building. RCMP members Dall and 
Curtis assisted with the event and participated 
in the Grand Entry and dancing out of the flags. 
Janet Potts catered the event. 

The following are Councilors: Ryan Lightning, 
Frank Buffalo, Darryl Montour, Kurt Buffalo, 
Elesha Buffalo, Brian Lightning, Louise 
Omeasoo, Vincent Saddleback, Cletis Louis, 
Izaiah Swampy-Omeasoo, Holly Johnson and 
Armand Swampy. 
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Ponoka Parade

 2023

The Samson Cree Nation 
entered the parade but did not 
place. However, NDPs Janis 
Irwin and Brook Arcand-Paul 
stopped by the SCN float to take 
pictures with the staff. Good job 
to the people who decorated the 
float. 

July 2023
Source: Ponoka News online 
July 3, 2023, “A look at the 
Ponoka Stampede parade.” 
The Professional Category 
went to Akamihk Child & 
Family Services (AKO). In the 
Non Professional category 
AKO took 1st Place. 

Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 11
10 Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 
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June 28, 2023
Willowview Building in 
Samson: A celebration for 
Pride Month took place with 
guest speakers Stephanie 
Harpe, Roxann Roan and 
Chevi Currie-Rabbit. Hosted 
by Samson Community 
Wellness and Maskwacis 
Health Services (MHS). The 
theme was “Everyone Is 
Welcome Here.” Gilbert Buffalo 
started the day off with his 
drum and a song. There was 
a few people at the event and 
it was nice weather to listen to 
the speakers talk about their 

experiences in life. 

One of the messages that was 
presented was this: “Through 
colonization, many Two Spirit 
people were assimilated or 
silenced through the residential 
school system. Two Spirit 
people were not accepted by 
settlers and were discriminated 
against, which contributed to 
discrimination in modern day 
society.” 

Photos: Klevlin Cutknife, SCN 
Community Wellness. 
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July 11, 2023

SCN Cree Tribal Administration (CTA) 
Building: 

Guide: What was your name and who is the Elder 
with you?

Edith: Edith Yellowbird and Mary Rose Johnson. 

Guide: What so you want to say regarding Pigeon 
Lake?

Edith: As they say we are the forgotten people. 
Our children have no playground, we need 
a cultural hall so bad because we get turned 
down here. That is all we have in Mameo is the 
recreation centre. We have some programs 

but we would like some acknowledgment. We 
definitely need a cultural hall. The youth have no 
place to go and nothing to keep them busy. We 
have so much potential in Mameo, all sorts of 
things can be done to make money. We are at 
four band level. There are members from all the 
bands here so why can’t the Chiefs create some 
opportunity out here for us. They say that we 
complain when we want services but we don’t. 

Guide: If someone wants to respond to the 
request how can they get a hold of you?

Edith: Call me (please contact the 
communications department for the phone 
number). 

Guide: Thank you for your time. 

Samson Community Wellness

Support Group
July 17, 2023, at the Willowview Building HRD 
Classroom. 
More information please call Stephanie Harpe 
780-690-9111. Open to everyone, food and 
drinks, resources and information. Time: 10 AM 
to 2 PM. 

2023 Samson Celebration Slo-
Pitch 
August 12-13, 2023, Wetaskiwin Ball Diamonds. 
Entry Fee $400. First 12 Teams Entered. SPN 
UMPS 7-3 Format. Home Run Derby Men/Women. 
Concession On Site. For More Information or 
to Register: Neil Montour 780362-4423, Dylan 
Buffalo 780-839-8778, Kaylyn Buffalo 780-312-
5262. 



16 17Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 

July 12, 2023
Samson HBMC: The Samson Community 
Wellness Indian Residential School 
Resolution Health Support Program had an 
Elders Engagement with food and drinks, mini 
pow wow, photo booth, socializing, haircuts, 
card reading massage, energy balancing and 
make up. Helpers served the Elders. 

The Samson Elders & Assisted Living 
department were also present. Councilors 
Ryan Lightning and Darryl  Montour were 
present and Ryan was singing during the mini 
pow wow with the drum group. MC Elmer 
Rattlesnake announced for the pow wow. 

Photos: Guide & Ashley Lightning. 

July 12, 2023, Men’s Group project at the HBMC. 

July 7, 2023, Black Bull golf course. Staff golf. Door prizes and dinner. Good job to the organizers. 
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Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

The Samson Cree Nation Acimowin 
(News)
Communications Coordinator 
Delorna Makinaw
Email: dbmakinaw@samsoncree.com

Administrative/Social Media Assistant: 
Ashley Lightning
Email: comms@samsoncree.com 

Samson Communications Department: 
Box 159 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. Ph: 780-585-3793.

SCN Departments: Please send your announcements, 
events or information to the Acimowin for publication. 
Email: acimowin@samsoncree.com
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 202

The Acimowin is released bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the Communications Office. 

Community events can be forwarded to the Acimowin. 
Please make it a JPEG or PDF format to save paper. 

Social Media: 
Facebook,  Instagram, Youtube and Twitter. 
 

Website: 
www.samsoncree.com 

SCN Calgary Urban 
Satellite Office
Address: 1603 10 Ave NW T3C 0J7
Coordinator: Kristen Wildcat Manybears. 
Work Cell: 825-484-0490
Work: 587-353-4002 
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Photo: Ashley Lightning 


